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Secondary School Activity
(Total time: up to 60 minutes)

Preparation:

Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity and prepare a space (drama studio, hall or classroom with tables pushed back).  

Read the information on tableaux tips for teachers and print out tableaux instruction cards.

Web resource links:

UN Children’s Fund (www.unicef.org and www.unicef.co.uk)

Unite for Children, Unite against AIDS campaign (http://www.unicef.org/aids/index.html)

Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS  (www.unaids.org), especially videos, story galleries and infographics
UN World Health Organization (www.who.int)

World AIDS Campaign (www.worldaidscampaign.org)

Additional resources

Tableaux tips and instruction cards

Aims:
· To begin to understand the significance of World AIDS Day
· To recognise the continents and countries where HIV and AIDS is most prevalent
· To recognise the work of the UN and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Outcomes: 
· To begin to understand the severity of the worldwide AIDS epidemic 
· To produce short drama performances presenting the problems and possible solutions surrounding AIDS 
· To reflect upon and empathise with children, young people and families affected by AIDS
Opening discussion – whole class (suggested time – 10 minutes):

Display the words AIDS and HIV – do students know what they refer to? Discuss and give definitions (see factsheet).  

Ensure that students understand the difference between HIV and AIDS.  Discuss how HIV is contracted with particular reference to young people.

Introduce the day:  World AIDS Day is marked on 1 December each year and has been observed by the United Nations since 1988.  The day is dedicated to raising awareness of the AIDS pandemic caused by HIV infection, commemorating people who have passed away and celebrating particular successes in the fight against HIV and AIDS. 

Each year there is a different theme chosen by the World AIDS Campaign that runs for one to two years beyond the day itself. This helps to ensure that governments remain committed to the aims.  
Previous theme examples are: 
· Stop Aids:  Keep the Promise – 2009
· Getting to Zero – Zero New HIV infections. Zero discrimination and Zero AIDS-Related Deaths – 2011.
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Starter activity- whole class discussion (suggested time – 15 minutes)
Show students the following UNICEF photo essays: 
Childhoods lost to HIV/AIDS - www.unicef.org/photoessays/26209.html
Ask: 
· What do you think about the photos?  How do they make you feel? 

· What do you think about the number of children who have lost one or both parents to AIDS?  

· How have the lives of the children affected changed? (new responsibilities, discrimination etc)

· What would it feel like to have to take on adult responsibilities as a child or a young teenager?  

Students’ own responsibilities
Discuss the chores and responsibilities the students currently have at home. 
Ask:  Do they help at home?  What jobs do they do?  Do they do these all the time? How would it feel to have to do lots of the jobs at home most or all of the time?  How would they feel if they could not go out with friends, relax or do what they wanted to do? 
Main activity – Group tableaux (suggested time – 25 minutes):

Distribute tableaux instruction cards (resource sheet: tableaux instruction cards).  
Explain what tableaux (frozen pictures) are to students (see tableaux tips for teachers). Ask volunteer students to help demonstrate a picture.      

a) Count down 3, 2,1 and say ‘freeze’.  Highlight the importance of levels in their frozen picture to make pictures effective/dramatic. Are characters standing? Sitting? Crouching? 

b) Students stay in position and teacher counts down 3, 2, 1. Demonstrate character thoughts. For each picture while it is frozen, characters state thoughts aloud one by one, in pairs or in unison. Not all characters have to speak. They may wish for some of their pictures to remain silent.   

c) An optional narrator for each picture can also be used.     

Students are given one tableau card.  They need to prepare two or three tableaux for their allocated card to tell the story. Pictures can be in a chosen order.  Pictures should communicate the affects of AIDS on people, communities and the wider world.

And finally – whole class (suggested timing – 10 minutes):
Ask some volunteer students to share tableaux with the rest of the class.  
Can students give one point for development/improvement?
Discuss: Is drama an effective way to learn about the effects of HIV and AIDS?
· 
· 
· 
· 


