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Secondary school activity

Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity.: http://www.una.org.uk/content/un-day-24-october
For further information please visit http://www.una.org.uk/content/united-nations-matters-teaching-pack and www.un.org
Resources:  
Poster paper and markers.

Web resource links:  

UN flag and emblem: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/maplib/flag.htm

UN News: http://www.un.org/News/
UN News radio: http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/
UN Secretary-General: http://www.un.org/sg/biography
Additional resources provided:

UN Flag

UN news headlines resource sheet
Aims: 
· To recognise United Nations Day
· To begin to understand the role and work of the United Nations
Outcomes: 
To develop a set of global priorities for the UN.
Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Display an image of the UN flag / provide printed copies (see additional resources) and ask whether anyone knows what the flag is and what it represents.
Explain that it is the flag of the United Nations, an international organisation made up of 193 countries known as ‘member states’. The UN works to secure international peace, eliminate poverty and protect human rights. 
The flag features a world map, symbolising the universal nature of the United Nations and its work, and olive branches, which stand for peace. The flag therefore encapsulates the primary purpose of the UN: to build a peaceful world.

In pairs/small groups ask students to discuss: 
What are some of the challenges the UN faces in trying to fulfil this aim? What challenges might its 193 member states face when they are working together? 

Discuss further questions (as appropriate):  
How can the UN promote international peace when there are so many conflicts going on around the world?  How can so many countries agree what problems to prioritise, how best to solve them and how much funding to put towards solutions? Are they able to act objectively when they are discussing issues that matter to their national interest? 
Main: (suggested time 20 minutes):

Introduce United Nations Day: The day is celebrated on the 24th of October every year. It marks the anniversary of the UN Charter being put into force in 1945. The UN Charter is the founding document of the UN. It sets out the role, function and powers of all the elements of the UN system. The UN was created in 1945 as the world emerged from the Second World War. Its main aims are to secure international peace, eliminate poverty and protect human rights. The organisation now has 193 member states which finance its work and govern its activities. UN Day has been observed since 1948.

As a class, look at media headlines that appeared in 2013/2014 and discuss what the main priorities for the UN should be in the next decade within the context of the overarching goals of securing international peace, eliminating poverty and protecting human rights (see additional resources for list of headlines).
As a class compile a list of priorities.

Group Work: (suggested time 20 minutes): 

Introduce students to the role of the Secretary-General, the head of the UN: The Secretary-General is a diplomat, advocate, civil servant and CEO (Chief Executive Officer) of the UN.  He (or she – although there has not yet been a female Secretary-General) is a symbol of the ideals of the United Nations and a representative for the interests of the world’s peoples, particularly the poor and vulnerable.  
Introduce the current Secretary-General (see web resource links). Ban Ki-moon of the Republic of Korea is the eighth Secretary-General of the United Nations. He was first elected to the post in 2006 and is set to continue in the role until 2016. He has said: “I grew up in war and saw the United Nations help my country to recover and rebuild. That experience was a big part of what led me to pursue a career in public service.”

During his time at the UN, Mr Ban has urged world leaders to take action on the new global challenges we face, from climate change to economic crises, to rising issues around food, energy and water. He has also devoted a lot of energy to increasing the involvement of young people in the work of the UN, for example, by appointing the first-ever UN Envoy on Youth. 
Place students in small groups.  Provide poster paper and markers.  Explain to students that they are going to imagine that they are the Secretary-General and that they need to inform world leaders about the priorities for them to tackle. Refer back to the list of priorities the class has just compiled and explain to students that they need to decide together which are the top five global challenges for world leaders to address. 

Explain that they can choose to write a short speech for the Secretary-General or record the top five challenges on a poster, ready to present their suggestions to the rest of the students (the member states). They will need to explain why they have chosen these challenges and try to convince the other member states (the rest of the class) to vote for their priorities.    

And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Ask each group to share their top five global challenges. The class vote to decide what top challenges the member states want to prioritise. Discuss the outcome of the vote.
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