16 November - International Day for Tolerance
Secondary school activity 

Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity 

Resources: 
Tolerance words printed and placed in an empty box, large poster paper, print outs of ‘The Golden Rule’ (backed on large poster paper), markers, art pencils, painting materials of choice. 

Web Resource Links:  

United Nations International Day for Tolerance: https://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/index.shtml
United Nations International Day for Tolerance – Background: 

https://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/background.shtml
Secretary General’s Message, 2013: https://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/2013/sgmessage.shtml
United Nations News Rockwell Mosaic:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47089#.Uxt4PyiK__c
Deputy Secretary General Jan Eliasson Rockwell video: http://webtv.un.org/search/jan-eliasson-rededication-of-the-normal-rockwell-“golden-rule”-mozaic/3152949929001?term=rockwell
Additional Resources:

Tolerance vocabulary list

Power point with image of the Golden Rule Mosaic at the United Nations and questions

The Golden rule – Versions

Aims:

· To recognise the United Nations International Day of Tolerance

· To begin to understand the importance of tolerance

· To identify values of tolerance

· To reflect carefully on the meaning and significance of tolerance

Outcomes: 

· To produce a collaborative piece of art based on the ‘Golden Rule’

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes)
Tolerance word box (Before the lesson, print out words (see additional resources), cut them out and put them in the box):  

Ask students to sit in a circle. Place a large blank poster page in the middle of the circle on the floor. Introduce the ‘Tolerance word box’ and explain that the box is going to be passed around the circle. Explain that volunteer students are to pick out a word from the box and read it to everyone.  Reflect on each word together and tack words to the large poster.

Next ask students to, with the person on their right, pick one word from the poster and work together to generate questions based on the word. Highlight to students to try and think from their own perspective. E.g. Empathy: How can I show someone empathy? Are there times when it is easier or more difficult to demonstrate empathy?

Ask volunteer students to share their thoughts. Ask: Have any new questions arisen from our reflection? 

Main: (suggested time 25 minutes)
Introduce to students: The International Day for Tolerance has been observed since 1996 after the member states of UNESCO (United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) adopted the declaration of the principles of tolerance and recommended to the United Nations that there should be a special day to make people aware of the importance and values of tolerance.  The celebratory day is held on the 16th of November every year. 

The United Nations believes that tolerance is important as it helps us live together despite our differences. It is the basis for respecting the diversity of the peoples of the world and for ensuring that different groups can live together in every region of the globe. Tolerance helps ensure that individuals as well as groups are treated equally and have the same opportunities. Tolerance is important to make human rights a reality as human rights are the rights and freedoms shared by everyone. 

Share the current year’s theme for the International Day for Tolerance and discuss (see web resource links).       

Show students the ‘Golden Rule’ Mosaic PowerPoint Slide 1.  Explain to students that the mosaic was donated to the United Nations in 1985 as a gift on behalf of the United States by First Lady Nancy Regan and that they are going to watch a video about the re-dedication of mosaic after it had been restored and returned to the UN. The re-dedication ceremony speech was given by Jan Eliasson (Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations, in office since 2012). Before showing the video, display the questions included in the Power Point and explain that students should take notes while watching the video, either individually or in groups. The questions could also be divided so that each group/individual focuses on certain ones 

Show students video of Jan Eliasson (6:53) – Norman Rockwell mosaic, the ‘Golden Rule.’  Remind students of the PowerPoint and questions to think about. Following the video share and discuss responses as a class.

Display and read the statement, “Do Unto Others as You Would Have Them Do Unto You.” 

Provide students with a blank page. Ask them to write the statement somewhere on the page surrounded by a form (e.g. a free circle, a bubble, a square). Next ask students to take time to think about and the record their thoughts, feelings and questions connected to this statement.  

Share volunteer student responses.
Ask:  What does this mean? Do you remember what Jan Eliasson said about this statement? Confirm with students its ancient origin as an ethical code of treating others as you would want to be treated yourself (see additional resources). 

Display the slide with the mosaic of The Golden Rule one more time. Ask: How does ‘The Golden Rule’ symbolise the work of the UN?  Why do you think it is displayed centrally at the United Nations headquarters? How does it make you feel? What do they see? What is the message being portrayed? How is this mosaic related to tolerance, in what way?

Group Work: (suggested time 25 minutes)
Provide students with images of the golden rule mosaic backed on poster paper. Place students in groups by pulling names out of a hat. In groups ask students to look carefully at the mosaic and to annotate their responses around the picture. Explain that they also need to think about their personal questions about the mosaic and note them down. Ask:  Are there groups of people that you would include in your own version of the Mosaic that Rockwell may not have included?  Who would they be and why would you include them?       

Using their copies of the ‘Golden Rule’ students draw/paint own collaborative version of the Norman Rockwell mosaic.  

And finally: (suggested time 5 minutes)

Share paintings/drawings. Discuss this quote from UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon, 2013: Tolerance means recognizing that our diversity is a strength... Tolerance is the strongest foundation for peace and reconciliation
Follow Up:  

Research Norman Rockwell’s charcoal sketch, ‘The United Nations,’ 1953.

Make a class mosaic/collage of everyone in the class/school. Each student could make their own figure and it could be made into a joint piece. 
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