16 November - International Day for Tolerance

Primary school activity
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity.

Resources: 
Computer or cd-player to play music, strips of paper and markers, coloured pencils in rainbow colours, small squares of card in rainbow colours, dictionaries.   

Web Resource Links:  

United Nations International Day for Tolerance: https://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/index.shtml
Additional Resources:

Tolerance paragraph

Image of Norman Rockwell Mosaic

Tolerance vocabulary 

Aims:

· To reflect on the meaning and personal relevance of tolerance

· To recognise the United Nations International Day for Tolerance

Outcomes: 

· To investigate the meaning of words related to tolerance

· To think carefully about the broader significance of tolerance

· To work individually to produce a postcard reflecting the meaning and personal significance of tolerance

Starter: (suggested time 15 minutes): 

Play children two different pieces of music (teacher’s choice): I like this one because… Share responses.  Ask: Why might our opinions about the music differ? What shapes our opinions – family, friends, interests, background, culture, where we grow up etc?
Display tolerance vocabulary (on paper in seven rainbow colours and in a choice of style): Ask children to choose one word and discuss with a partner what it means to them. Share thoughts and ideas. Using dictionaries ask children in pairs or groups to investigate the meaning of words.  Share definitions and confirm understandings.  

Investigate the words further:  demonstrate and discuss generating a question about a tolerance word:  e.g. Open-minded – What does this mean to me?  How can I demonstrate to others when I am being open-minded?  Next provide children with sticky notes and ask them individually to record one question related to their group’s word.  Ask them to share to share with their group and then share as a class bringing the sticky notes to the front to display around the tolerance words.           

Words could be made into a class rainbow arch for display with the seven colours of the rainbow to symbolise differences. 

Main 1: (suggested time 15 minutes):

Introduce: The International Day for Tolerance has been observed since 1996 after the member states of UNESCO (United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) adopted the declaration of the principles of tolerance and recommended to the United Nations that there should be a special day to make people aware of the importance and values of tolerance. 

This special day is held on the 16th of November every year. 

Before the lesson place sections of the following paragraph around the room ready for children to read out (see additional resources). 
The United Nations believes that tolerance is important as it helps us live together despite our differences. It is the basis for respecting the diversity of the peoples of the world and for ensuring that different groups can live together in every region of the globe. Tolerance helps ensure that individuals as well as groups are treated equally and have the same opportunities. Tolerance is important to make human rights a reality as human rights are the rights and freedoms shared by everyone. 

Show children current theme for the International Day for Tolerance and discuss (see web resource links).      

Display the statement: Accepting and valuing other perspectives is vitally important.  In groups ask children to reflect on the statement and share their thoughts and ideas with each other.  Share some reflections from volunteer children.  Ask:  Why is it important to accept and value other perspectives?  How do we know when we are accepting and valuing other perspectives?  How can we demonstrate this?   

Main 2: (suggested time 25 minutes)
Remind children of the importance of tolerance to the United Nations.  Display the ‘Golden Rule’ Norman Rockwell Mosaic and explain that it is displayed on a central wall at the United Nations to symbolise the work of the UN (see additional resources). In pairs ask children to think about what they see and what the mosaic might symbolise. Discuss and share ideas.  Ask children to look again carefully at the Mosaic and encourage them to consider more deeply the meaning of the different people of different nationalities standing together.  Ask:  What does this statement mean? Confirm with students its ancient origin as an ethical code of treating others as you would want to be treated yourself. What does it mean when people stand together? (E.g. tolerance, mutual understanding and respect).  What significance does this have to our own lives? How can tolerance help us live together peacefully with people that are different from us?  
Ask children to imagine that they have just visited the United Nations Headquarters in New York and that they have seen the actual mosaic.  Provide children with a blank card and ask them to write a postcard home describing the mosaic and its significance.  They need to include why they think the Mosaic reflects the UN, why tolerance is important and what tolerance means to them. 

Share some volunteer postcards.  Confirm with children that the mosaic, based on a painting by Norman Rockwell, symbolises the ideals of the United Nations in embracing and supporting all peoples of the world, of all cultures, nationalities and religions. 

And finally: (suggested time 5 minutes)

Connection: Introduce the broader dimension of tolerance. Ask: Are there other people we need to demonstrate tolerance to? Why is it important to respect and be tolerant of people that are different from us? Elicit from children the importance of tolerance outside of school, within our local communities, between different ethnic, religious, political and cultural groups, within wider society, between countries and world communities. 
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