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Thank you for your letter of 23 January to the Foreign Secretary about the ability of
the UN Security Council to deal effectively with crises. | am replying as Minister

responsible for our relations with the United Nations.

| share yoor view that we should do everything we ¢an to ensure that the Séourity
Counc;l can react swiftly and imaginatively to deal with crises. | believe it has done
so on a number of issues in the past year: Mali, the Central African Republ:c and
South Sudan among others Of cou:se the veto by RUSSla &nd China agamst
suocesswe draft Resolutlons on Syna dld deal a blow to the i |mage of the Securlty
Council as a body able to react to one of the worst conflicts of modern times. And |
share ybur concern about the dire humanitarian situation. But, you will note that the
Security Counrcil did pass an important Resolution on Syr'ian chemical weapons,
serving not only to significanﬂy alter the course of the conflict for the better but
setting a new precedent as the first ever Securi{y Council Resolution binding all UN
member states to refrain from using chemical weapons in either national or
international conﬂi-ct. The Security Council has also agreed a Presidential Statement
on humanitarian assistanoe ae W.elll as provided regional support and gu‘idance to

_Specnal Representatlve of the Secunty General (SRSG) Brahimi and convened the
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Geneva negotlatlons It would be wrong to conotude that the Securﬁy Counc‘:ll IS not
actlng i . - . I. X H ~ i P L o “amgt, . . \
D‘esﬂo ite the veto of Resolutions on Sy}ii‘a", I believe tHat any} p roposal‘ tocha?fge the

veto must be analysed very carefully. The French proposal for a code of conduct
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ffecti e in the maintenance eace and security.
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And | am grateful to the United Nations Association for continuing to engage with the
as well as for its advocacy of the UN with
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the wider public.




