Dear Party Leaders,

We are writing to you today, as the silent majority, to convey a simple message:
we support human rights and believe they are more important than ever.

For nearly 70 years the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has acted as a
blueprint for defending the most vulnerable. From upholding the equal rights of
men and women to prohibiting torture and slavery, it has inspired numerous UN
conventions as well as regional and national laws which allow individuals to assert
their rights in court.

Throughout this period the UK has regularly taken the lead, either in drafting these
vital standards, signing up to their aims or calling for more oppressive states to do
the same. You will find a British ‘stamp’ on countless human rights treaties as the
world has sought to learn from our example.

But the UK must walk the walk as well as talk the talk. Troubling disputes over
human rights in this country — or more accurately in Westminster and the press —
threaten to jeopardise our human rights protections and disesmpower the British
public. Our example to others will become meaningless if we continue to promote
human rights abroad then question or even violate them here at home.

As the Universal Declaration states, human rights are "the foundation of freedom,
justice and peace in the world" and should be above politics. They are the
indispensable tools we use every day to hold our government to account. This is no
less important now than it was in the wake of the Second World War when they
were first formed.

This Human Rights Day we urge you, as leaders of the three major political parties,
to commit to championing our human rights protections which uphold the
"inherent dignity" of all people in the UK.

Yours sincerely,
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