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Primary school activity
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity. 

Resources:  
Large world map, a globe, sticky notes, marker pens, large copies of well-known/common words/phrases used in school translated into different languages (see additional resources).  

Web Resource Links:  

Go to Primary languages for resources in French, Spanish and Mandarin: www.bbc.co.uk/languages 

Language of the month and good for videos of pronunciations for different languages: www.newburypark.redbridge.sch.uk/langofmonth/index.html 

Infographics on languages, including top 10 languages spoken in the world

http://piktochart.com/5-top-language-infographics/
List of languages with at least 50 million first-language speakers (table 3)
http://www.ethnologue.com/statistics/size
Additional resources: 

Language resource sheet: Common words/phrases.

Aims:

· To recognise the significance of International Day for Mother Language 

· To raise awareness of different languages 

· To recognise that children in their school and other schools may speak different languages

· To begin to understand that some languages are under threat

· To begin to understand why it is important to protect languages

Outcomes: 

· To generate questions for a survey

· To produce a survey of the languages spoken by children and adults in their school

· To become aware of languages in danger and the importance of protecting them

Before lesson distribute copies of words in different languages (word side down) to children’s places (see additional resources for language resource sheet). 

Display ‘Hello’ in different languages on the board.  As children enter greet them saying ‘Hello’ in different languages.  

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes)
· Say greetings on the board to the whole class.  Do this one by one and ask the children to repeat. 

· Ask the children to choose one greeting and try saying it to their partner. Help the children with pronunciation (see web resource links: language of the month). Share as appropriate.  

· Ask children to carefully turn over the words in front of them. Ask them to volunteer to read theirs aloud to the class. Can the children read all words? If not why not? (E.g. language, pronunciation, accent, dialect etc). 

· Ask children to talk to their partner about their words: Can they suggest which language it is from? How can they tell? Can they suggest a meaning/translation? Why did they suggest this?  (E.g. Some letters/formation of words look same/different, some sound same/different, there is a mark over the letter (accent), when spoken aloud it sounds like … because…). Share responses and record as appropriate.

Whole class activity: (suggested time 15 minutes)
Display the title International Mother Language Day. Explain to children that this is a special day observed by the United Nations and specifically UNESCO (the United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organisation) every year on the 21st of February. It is a day in which languages, cultural heritage and diversity are celebrated and promoted.
Explain to the children what mother language is (see fact sheet for definition). 

Ask children what their mother language is and if they speak any other languages. Record all languages spoken in the class. Ask children to volunteer to share well-known words/phrases aloud.  Teacher record as appropriate.

Display a large world map and show children a globe. Can children guess how many languages there are spoken in the world? Confirm with children that there are approximately 6700 languages worldwide. What languages might these be? Can children suggest and locate where these languages are spoken? (E.g. Spanish: Official language in Spain, many parts of the Americas, spoken worldwide). Can the children locate where the different mother languages spoken by the children in class are spoken? Discuss and record language and country examples on the map (see web resource links for reference on top 10 languages spoken in the world). Cover the list and ask children in pairs to share with their partner as many languages as they can remember in 2 minutes.  

Do a quick stand and stretch to reenergise before next input (This could be linked to compass direction pointing using arms/bodies North, South, East, West, North East etc or to different parts of the world map/globe; Northern/Southern Hemisphere, continents and countries).

Group work: (suggested time 15 minutes)
Confirm with children the different languages spoken in class. What about different languages spoken in school? How many different languages are spoken? How can we find out how many languages are spoken? Why might it be important to find out what different languages spoken in school? Record suggestions.  
Explain to children that they are going to generate questions for a survey investigating the languages spoken in school.  In pairs children discuss possible questions to ask in the survey and record on sticky notes. E.g. What language do you speak? How long have you spoken it for? Is this your mother language? Does anyone else in your family speak it? Do you like speaking another language? Do you think it is important to speak another language?    

Whole Class: (suggested time 15 minutes)
Come together again. Share children’s suggestions and post on board/flip chart. Use the suggestions to compose a class list and decide upon an appropriate number of questions to include. Edit and finalise class survey including column for tally and frequency. Discuss how they could present the results (percentages, pie charts, graphs etc). 

Confirm with children the importance of finding out what different languages are spoken in the school (learning and interest, identity, culture, celebration, understanding, language preservation).  Ask:  What is the value of speaking different languages and new languages?   

And finally: (suggested time 5 minutes)
Ask children to sit quietly and reflect:  What do they value the most about speaking their language?  

Extension

Carry out the survey. Send copies to all classes with a deadline for handing them in (could be handed out to teachers in staff meeting or in class registers).  Collect data from completed surveys.  Share and discuss data. 
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