
Case studies 
Forced cotton picking in Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan is the world’s third biggest exporter of cotton in the world. The country makes over US$1 billion a year through exporting around 800,000 tonnes of cotton. Around 90 per cent of Uzbek cotton is harvested by hand through state-sponsored forced labour, especially of children. 
Every September, the cotton harvest begins. Many schools are closed down as children, some as young as 10, are sent to the fields to pick cotton by hand for up to three months. They receive little, if any pay. Children are also used to weed the fields manually during the growing season and forced to apply dangerous pesticides to the growing crop.
Local government officials give headmasters quotas dictating how much each student has to harvest. Students who fail to meet their target or who pick low quality crop are punished with detentions, told that their grades will suffer, or beaten. Children who run away from the cotton fields, or who refuse to take part can be excluded from school. After weeks of hard work and insufficient food and water, children can be left exhausted and suffering from ill health and malnutrition.

“
The cotton picker’s story

We’re really afraid of getting expelled from school. On the first day of school every year the Director warns us that if we don’t go out to pick cotton we might as well not come back. The school administration does everything to create the impression that we are the ones who have decided to go out to the cotton fields. But just try to not go to the harvest “voluntarily”! We’re all forced to obey this unwritten law. 
The only way to get cash is to go out and pick cotton. It’s painful to see how the kids knock themselves out in the cotton fields to earn this rotten money. Just think about it: in order to earn 50 som*, a kid who is barely 14 has to bend down to the cotton bush over 50 times. And his earnings from a day of this work won’t even buy him a pair of ugly socks.
Boy, ninth grade, Kashkadarya province
”
* Som is the currency in Uzbekistan. One UK pound is currently worth around 3,823 som, so 50 som is about 1.3 pence.
Forced begging in Senegal 

Together with partner organisations, Anti-Slavery International – a UK charity that was founded in 1839 – carried out research in 2007 on forced child begging in Albania, Senegal and India. The research found that many children are forced to beg by their parents or guardians. But there are other people who exploit children too. 

In Albania, for example, criminal gangs force children to beg. In India, children can be ‘trafficked’ – abducted, sold or traded – into a forced-begging operation. 
In Senegal, many parents who cannot afford to provide for their children send them to religious schools called ‘daaras’, where they become Koranic students called ‘talibés’. There have been many cases of their teachers, called ‘marabouts’, forcing them to beg.

In all of these situations, the children are usually forced to work long hours and hand over most of the money they make. Those who have been trafficked or recruited by criminal gangs are usually separated from their families. Many live in poor conditions. Some are beaten by those forcing them to beg, particularly if they don’t manage to make enough money. They can also suffer abuse from those they encounter while begging on the streets. 
“

Forced begging in Senegal – Seydou’s story
My name is Seydou and I am 15 years old. I usually wake up at 6am and spend the first hour of the day learning the Koran.  Then, with an empty tin can, I go from house to house to beg for food for my breakfast.  I return to the daara at 9am for morning classes.  

At 1pm I beg for my lunch. After afternoon classes, I go to collect water for the daara with other talibés.  I then study the Koran for another three hours, before going out at 8pm to beg for dinner. I come back to the daara to study the Koran some more before bedtime at 10pm.  
I sleep in a small hut with a straw roof next to seven other children.  If I don’t beg, I won’t eat, and if I don’t bring back enough money the marabout will beat me.  I miss my parents and would rather be at home with them.  I would also like to learn French so that I can read road signs.”
”
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