
Secondary school activity

(Total time: 60 minutes)

Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity

Resources:
Photocopy, enlarge and cut three copies of Resource Sheet 1: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and place in envelopes. 
Photocopy Resource Sheet 2: Universal Declaration of Human Rights Checklist for distribution.

Web resource links:  

Anti-Slavery International (www.antislavery.org)

International Labour Organization (www.ilo.org/ipec/lang--en/index.htm) 

Additional resources:

PowerPoint presentation on Human Rights and Slavery

Resource Sheet 1 and 2

Child labour case studies

Aims

· To work collaboratively

· To recognise and understand the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its origin
Learning outcomes:

· To define the concept of human rights

· To analyse the indivisibility of human rights

· To understand slavery and the abuse of human rights
Starter (suggested time 15 minutes):
Introduce students to the concept of human rights and a brief history of its origins using slides 1-4 of the PowerPoint. 

Provide strips of paper and markers.  Ask: Can students define human rights? Can they think of issues connected to human rights?

Ask students to discuss their individual definitions with partners/small groups. As a group ask students to select a definition that all members agree with.  

Ask each group to share their definition with the class. How did they decide on a definition? Can they justify their choice?

Choosing human rights (suggested time 15 minutes):
Present slides 5-6 on the Universal Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR).

Organise students into three groups and distribute envelopes with human rights from the accompanying Resource Sheet 1: The Universal Declaration on Human Rights.

Ask each group to stand in a different part of the room and to arrange themselves according to the rights they have chosen. Next ask each group to form a line representing the order of importance of each right.

How did they decide the order of importance? Did they notice that when choosing one right it is often connected to another? 
Explain that the ideal shape would be a circle. Why would a circle be appropriate? Point out the indivisibility and interdependence of human rights (e.g. having the right to education enables the right to work and the freedom of opinion and expression).

Present slide 7 and discuss the messages of the UDHR.

Slavery and human rights (suggested time 20 minutes):
Introduce slides 8-9 to students and distribute case studies (see additional resource – child labour case studies). Divide the class into 4-6 groups depending on class size.

Ask each group to read their case study as a group and note/highlight which human rights are being denied to the enslaved individual/group in the case study. Use Resource Sheet 2: Universal Declaration of Human Rights Checklist for this activity. 

Ask each group to share answers with the rest of the class. 

Discuss and record as appropriate:  

How does slavery affect the other human rights of the individual?  

Elicit from students that when enslaved, people could be denied the right to speech, to health, to rest and to holiday, freedom of opinion and expression etc.

Who is responsible for ensuring that enslaved people can access their right and get out of slavery?

What can the students do?

Concluding discussion (suggested time 10 minutes):
Discuss what actions the students can take to combat slavery such as: 

•
Raise awareness of modern forms of slavery
•
Write letters / sign petitions on specific situations
•
Find out more about slavery

Can students suggest any other actions that could be taken?  

Do they feel inspired to take action?  If so what action will they take?   

2 December – International Day for the Abolition of Slavery
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