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Conservative 
Party

We believe that the United Kingdom needs to be outward-
looking and global in perspective, seizing opportunities to 
deepen its economic ties and bolster its prosperity in the most 
dynamic parts of the world. 
...
We will strengthen our relationships with like-minded partners 
around the world. As a permanent member of the UN Security 
Council, the UK has a responsibility to stand up for international 
peace and security. we will keep investing in our collective 
security through groups like the G7, Five Eyes and NATO.
...
We will be confident in spreading British values around the 
world, publishing a new Soft Power Strategy to support the role 
of our embassies and the British Council overseas. We will 
support the BBC World Service, expand the use of the English 
language worldwide and champion English learning around the 
globe.

Due to our post-Brexit freedoms, we have introduced a new 
independent sanctions regime that we have used to stand up 
for human rights around the world in countries such as 
Russia, Belarus and Iran.
...
In relation to China, we will strengthen our national security 
protections, align and cooperate with our partners, and 
engage where it is consistent with our interests. China has 
disregarded universal human rights and its international 
commitments, from Tibet and Xinjiang to Hong Kong. We will 
continue to raise our grave concerns at the UN and other fora 
and use asset freezes and travel bans on those involved 
under our human rights sanctions regime.

We will always be steadfast 
in our support for our Trident 
nuclear deterrent and have 
invested in its 
modernisation, including a 
nuclear skills package worth 
up to £763 million by 2030.
...
We have created new 
defence industrial 
partnerships, including 
AUKUS to create the world’s 
most advanced 
nuclearpowered, 
conventionally and 
continually armed, 
submarines and the Global 
Combat Air Programme to 
create a new fighter jet with 
Italy and Japan.

Our prosperity depends on our ability to preserve 
international security. As our record proves, we will do 
so by deterring our adversaries and acting as a force 
for peace and stability in the world.

We will hit 2.5% of GDP on defence in 2030 with our 
fully funded plan. This is the biggest strengthening of 
our defence since the Cold War, ensuring we remain 
the largest defence power in Europe. It will protect our 
security, cement our UK leadership in NATO and 
create more jobs in the UK. If all NATO partners spent 
2.5% of GDP on defence, our collective spending 
would increase by over £140 billion. Therefore, we will 
launch a campaign to set a new baseline of 2.5% for all 
NATO allies by 2030. We will invest in the vital 
capabilities of the future, to give our Armed Forces the 
best equipment to do their job.
❱ We will adapt to the lessons from the war in Ukraine 
which showed us it is vital to be able to replenish 
equipment quickly and that the acceleration of 
disruptive technologies
is changing the character of warfare. Our strategic 
priorities will be: Boosting the UK defence industrial 
base by giving industry the multi-year certainty it 
requires to produce the equipment we need when we 
need it, with at least £10 billion of investment in 
munitions production, the majority of which will be 
spent in the UK over the next decade. We will do this in 
the areas in which we have the most pressing priorities, 
building on UK expertise. We will build long-term 
strategic partnerships with our industrial partners and 
invest in high quality British defence industry jobs 
across the UK.
❱ Accelerating the modernisation of our Armed Forces 
and investing in technology that is advantageous on 
the modern battlefield. Through our new Defence 
Innovation Agency, we will scale R&D funding to a 
minimum of 5% of the defence budget, together with an 
additional 2% to exploit that R&D, accelerating 
investments in new weapon systems.

To ensure our world-class diplomacy and development expertise is brought together 
we will maintain the merger of the Foreign Office and former Department for 
International Development – and use this advantage to the maximum benefit in 
every post overseas.

The UK will remain one of the largest development donors in the world. We will 
return to spending 0.7% of GNI when fiscal circumstances allow. We will assess 
every penny of this money with a strict national interest test.

We will continue to ensure that aid and development supports our strategic 
objectives, with a focus on fragile states.

We will work with our partners to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals and 
tackle poverty, as set out in the International Development White Paper.
❱ We will use our influence to ensure Multilateral Development Banks get more 
money to the countries who need it and work to deliver debt relief.
❱ We will expand our international campaigns on girls’ education, women’s rights 
and reproductive health. We will stand up for those persecuted for their faith and put 
the existing role of Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief on a statutory 
footing. We will promote international media freedom and work to end human 
trafficking and modern slavery.
❱ We will support marginalised communities in the developing world and protect 
those persecuted for their ethnicity, political views, faith or sexuality. We will 
continue our campaigns against child marriage and FGM.
❱ We will scale up high impact, cost effective global health interventions, including 
maternal nutrition and antimicrobial resistance, for benefit at home and overseas.
We will continue our longstanding support for GAVI and the Global Fund - 
organisations that have saved millions of lives in the fight
against disease.

We will maintain the leadership on climate change we achieved at COP26 
and our efforts to tackle global warming and biodiversity loss.

We will continue to ring-fence our commitment to International Climate 
Finance. We will work with Small Island Development States, including our 
Commonwealth friends in the Caribbean and the Pacific, to access finance 
for climate change adaptation and resilience.

We are proud to be a problem-solving and burden-sharing 
nation. We will use our diplomatic efforts to keep pushing for 
reconciliation and stability in parts of the world where there is 
conflict or unresolved territorial disputes.
...
We staunchly stand behind Israel’s right to defend itself and to 
live with security. We will continue to support access to aid for 
those affected by the conflict. We will push for a two-state 
solution in the Middle East - our long-standing position has been 
that we will recognise a Palestinian State at a time that is most 
conducive to the peace process. We will redouble our efforts to 
help achieve diplomatic breakthroughs in Cyprus, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan and Myanmar.

We will bring back our Bill to ban public bodies from imposing 
their own boycott or divestment campaigns against foreign 
countries and territories.
...
We have led the world in support of Ukraine against Putin’s 
aggression, as the first European country to mobilise lethal
aid and to send Western tanks and longrange missiles. Russia’s 
attempts to destroy Ukraine are an assault on European 
security.
...
We will always stand up for British values and interests and will 
never be afraid to act when it is necessary. We have been part 
of a coalition that protected maritime security from Houthi 
attacks and helped police the airspace of our partners in the 
Middle East.

We must be prepared to tackle the axis of authoritarian states and hostile actors who are 
working together to threaten international security. That is why we will include Russia, Iran and 
China within the enhanced tier of the Foreign Influence Registration Scheme.
❱ We will strengthen our relationships with like-minded partners around the world. As a 
permanent member of the UN Security Council, the UK has a responsibility to stand up for 
international peace and security. We will keep investing in our collective security through 
groups like the G7, Five Eyes and NATO.
❱ We will maintain our special relationship with the United States, building on the closer trading 
and national security ties we have built in recent years.
❱ We will seek to strengthen the Commonwealth, as an organisation that accounts for over a 
quarter of the membership of the UN and a champion of values. We will deepen cooperation 
with Commonwealth partners and institutions to enhance the benefits of membership, 
strengthen intra-Commonwealth trade, support members facing challenges in attracting inward 
investment and strengthen the resilience of the most vulnerable members to climate change, 
nature loss and environmental degradation.
❱ We will build on our post-Brexit relationships in Europe, including through the Joint 
Expeditionary Force and new defensive treaties with Germany and Poland, to match the treaty 
we have with France under Lancaster House.
❱ In relation to China, we will strengthen our national security protections, align and cooperate 
with our partners, and engage where it is consistent with our interests. China has disregarded 
universal human rights and its international commitments, from Tibet and Xinjiang to Hong 
Kong. We will continue to raise our grave concerns at the UN and other fora and use asset 
freezes and travel bans on those involved under our human rights sanctions regime.
❱ We will maintain our close ties in the Indo-Pacific, following our accession to CPTPP, our 
AUKUS partnership with Australia and ASEAN dialogue partner status. We will bolster the 
Hiroshima Accord with Japan and expand trade and security ties with South Korea, Indonesia, 
Vietnam and Singapore. We will finalise a free trade agreement with India, alongside a deeper 
strategic partnership on technology and defence.
❱ We will continue to seek closer ties with partners in the Gulf and Middle East based on an 
appreciation of regional perspectives and shared interests.
❱ We will sign partnership agreements with each of the British Overseas Territories, ensuring 
we are working together to
deliver for their residents and identifying areas for greater cooperation on defence, trade and 
investment.
...
❱ Guaranteeing Ukraine the support it needs for the long haul, assuring current levels of 
support for as long as they are
required. We will secure additional military supplies for Ukraine and build international 
agreement to use immobilised Russian assets to support Ukraine. We will deliver a National 
Defence and Resilience Plan for our security, preparedness
and resilience as a nation. This will be based on the latest assessment of threats and risks, 
bringing together defence and civilian planning to reflect our increasingly interdependent 
world, and sit alongside work to build on learnings from Covid to improve the country’s 
preparedness for risks on the National Risk Register.
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Labour Party Multilateral institutions remain indispensable, but they are 
struggling under the strain of new global challenges. Labour will 
work with allies to build, strengthen and reform these institutions. 
We will use the UK’s unique position in NATO, the UN, G7, G20 
and the Commonwealth to address the threats we face, and to 
uphold human rights and international law. Labour values 
international law because of the security it brings. 
...
Strengthening diplomacy
Labour will strengthen Britain’s influence abroad, defending our 
national interests, promoting progressive values, and protecting 
UK nationals. Our diplomatic leadership is bolstered by the soft 
power of our world-leading cultural institutions. Rather than 
running these institutions down, we will work across government 
to bring leading creative and cultural institutions together to 
increase the UK’s international clout. And we will work with our 
proud diaspora communities to enhance our cultural links across 
the world.
...
With Labour, Britain will once again be strong on the world 
stage, confident in the pursuit of our national interest, and 
progressive but realistic about the challenges we face. We will 
reconnect with allies and forge new partnerships to deliver 
security and prosperity at home and abroad.
...
Labour will end the chaotic approach to foreign affairs, turn the 
page and reconnect with our allies, to once again stand strong 
on the world stage.

We will use the UK’s unique position in NATO, the UN, G7, 
G20 and the Commonwealth to address the threats we face, 
and to uphold human rights and international law. Labour 
values international law because of the security it brings. 
Britain will unequivocally remain a member of the European 
Convention on Human Rights.

An unshakeable 
commitment to NATO and 
our nuclear deterrent

Our commitment to the UK’s 
nuclear deterrent is 
absolute. It is a vital 
safeguard for the UK and 
our NATO allies.

As the party that founded NATO, we maintain our 
unshakeable commitment to the alliance, and we will 
apply a NATO test to major defence programmes to 
ensure we meet our obligations in full. In recent years, 
threats to our safety and security have multiplied and 
diversified. Alongside greater conventional threats, we 
are faced with the growing emergence of hybrid 
warfare, including cyber-attacks and misinformation 
campaigns which seek to subvert our democracy. To 
ensure the UK is fully prepared to deal with these 
interconnected threats, Labour will conduct a Strategic 
Defence Review within our first year in government, 
and we will set out the path to spending 2.5 per cent of 
GDP on defence.

Modernising international development

With previous Labour governments, Britain gained world-leading expertise in 
international development, with the aim of making the world a safer, more 
prosperous place. Under the Conservatives, this capacity has been degraded, and 
as a result Britain has lost influence. 

Labour will turn the page to rebuild Britain’s reputation on international development 
with a new approach based on genuine respect and partnership with the global 
South to support our common interests. To counter the growing influence of malign 
actors and boost efforts to combat threats like climate change, the UK’s 
development work must be closely aligned with our foreign policy aims, co-
ordinated to tackle global poverty, instability, and the climate and nature crisis. 

Our mission statement will be ‘to create a world free from poverty on a liveable 
planet’ as a signal of our commitment to greater multilateral action, and our intention 
to lead on this agenda. Regaining Britain’s global leadership on development is a 
key part of our plan to reconnect with our allies and partners. Labour will strengthen 
international development work within the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office. 

We will renew expertise and focus, especially in priority areas such as supporting 
economic transformation, tackling unsustainable debt, empowering women and 
girls, supporting conflict prevention, and unlocking climat e finance. 

Labour is committed to restoring development spending at the level of 0.7 per cent 
of gross national income as soon as fiscal circumstances allow. We will deliver 
value for money for the British taxpayer by working closely with the Independent 
Commission for Aid Impact to apply the highest standards to our aid spend – 
bringing in robust measures of development effectiveness, transparency, and 
scrutiny.

We cannot address the urgency of the climate and nature crisis without co-
ordinated global action. A failure to act will cause environmental devastation, 
fuelling displacement, conflict and famine. By being climate leaders at home, 
including meeting our agreed targets, Labour will restore the strong global 
leadership needed to tackle the climate crisis. International allies and 
competitors have already recognised the opportunities and are racing ahead, 
investing in new technology and creating the jobs of the future. Under the 
Conservatives, Britain has squandered our leadership, wasting the 
opportunity of our COP26 presidency to make historic progress. Labour will 
move faster by working together with our international partners, especially 
those at the forefront of the climate crisis, including Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, and the COP30 hosts, Brazil.

Labour will create a new Clean Power Alliance, bringing together a coalition 
of countries at the cutting edge of climate action. This will help to deliver 
lower energy bills while accelerating the energy transition and protecting and 
enhancing clean energy supply chains.

Long-term peace and security in the Middle East will be an 
immediate focus. Labour will continue to push for an immediate 
ceasefire, the release of all hostages, the upholding of 
international law, and a rapid increase of aid into Gaza. 
Palestinian statehood is the inalienable right of the Palestinian 
people. It is not in the gift of any neighbour and is also essential 
to the long-term security of Israel. We are committed to 
recognising a Palestinian state as a contribution to a renewed 
peace process which results in a two-state solution with a safe 
and secure Israel alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian 
state. Labour will also strengthen support for British nationals 
abroad. We will introduce a new right to consular assistance in 
cases of human rights violations.

Defending the UK’s security Labour’s first duty in government will be to keep our country safe. 
We will launch a Strategic Defence Review to assess the threats we face and the capabilities 
needed to address them. At the heart of our security are the men and women who serve and 
risk their lives for this country. We will strengthen support for our Armed Forces communities 
by putting the Armed Forces Covenant fully into law and establishing an independent Armed 
Forces Commissioner to improve service life. Labour will ensure veterans have access to the 
mental health, employment, and housing support and in other areas they need. We will also 
scrap visa fees for non-UK veterans who have served for four or more years, and their 
dependents.

Strengthening Britain’s security requires a long-term partnership with our domestic defence 
industry. Labour will bring forward a defence industrial strategy aligning our security and 
economic priorities. We will ensure a strong defence sector and resilient supply chains, 
including steel, across the whole of the UK. We will establish long-term partnerships between 
business and government, promote innovation, and improve resilience. We will prioritise UK 
businesses for defence investment and will reform procurement to reduce waste. Labour will 
support industry to benefit from export opportunities, in line with a robust arms export regime 
committed to upholding international law.

Strengthening our defences also requires stronger leadership, clearer accountability, faster 
delivery, less waste, and better value for money. Labour will establish a fully functioning 
military strategic headquarters and a national armaments director to create a strong defence 
centre capable of leading Britain in meeting the increasing threats we face. With Labour, the 
UK’s military, financial, diplomatic and political support for Ukraine will remain steadfast. 
Labour will support efforts to hold Putin’s Russia to account for its illegal war, backing calls for 
a Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression. We will work with our allies to enable the 
seizure and repurposing of frozen Russian state assets to support Ukraine. And we will play a 
leading role in providing Ukraine with a clear path to NATO membership.

Labour will also work with our allies and international financial centres to tackle corruption and 
money laundering, including in Britain, Crown Dependencies, and in British Overseas 
Territories. Labour is fully committed to AUKUS, the trilateral security partnership with 
Australia and the United States. We will ensure it delivers its full economic as well as security 
potential, increasing jobs and investment in communities across the UK.

After 14 years of damaging Conservative inconsistency over China, Labour will bring a 
longterm and strategic approach to managing our relations. We will co-operate where we can, 
compete where we need to, and challenge where we must. We will improve the UK’s 
capability to understand and respond to the challenges and opportunities China poses through 
an audit of our bilateral relationship. We will always act in our interests and defend our 
sovereignty and our democratic values. We will stand with and support members of the Hong 
Kong community who have relocated to the UK.

Defending our security also means protecting the British Overseas Territories and Crown 
Dependencies, including the Falklands and Gibraltar. Labour will always defend their 
sovereignty and right to self-determination.
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Scottish National 
Party

We want to see an independent Scotland take its place in the 
international community; alongside the 193 other United Nations 
member states, able to join the European Union, with the powers 
necessary to protect our citizens and prosper in the global 
economy. We are determined that Scotland plays a positive and 
progressive role in international affairs through action and 
leadership.

Increase access to democracy by extending the voting 
age to 16, and eligibility to all residents, including all 
international students and those with refugee status, as is the 
case in Scotland. Scrap Voter ID. SNP MPs will continue to 
call on the UK Government to repeal the legislation and seek 
to rebuild trust in our democratic processes with voters. We 
will push for the introduction of automatic voter registration so 
that no-one needlessly misses out on their democratic right 
to vote.

Respect international law and protect rights. Rather than 
rolling back on rights, we should be seeking to strengthen 
human rights protections for all. We will call on the UK 
Government to respect international law and strongly oppose 
any attempts by the UK government to withdraw the UK from 
the ECHR or change the Human Rights Act which is integral 
to the devolution settlement for the Scottish Parliament.

Protect and enhance the rights of LGBTI community. The 
SNP has a proud record of advancing and championing 
LGBTI rights in government, and we will continue to build on 
this, working with LGBTI communities, to make Scotland a 
fairer and more equal place to live. With independence we 
would have the full powers to improve equality in law and 
society, and the ability to champion LGBTI equality 
internationally.

Strengthen children’s rights by demanding the UK 
Government follows Scotland’s approach and incorporates 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into law, to take 
a maximalist approach to the protection of children’s rights.

Stand up for asylum seekers by scrapping the morally 
repugnant Rwanda scheme and continuing to strongly 
oppose no recourse to public funds. We will urge the UK 
Government to grant asylum seekers the right to work and 
fundamentally change their approach to housing asylum 
seekers, ensuring accommodation is safe, suitable and 
dignified.
...

Protect the right to strike. SNP MPs will demand the next 
UK Government stand with workers and repeal the Strikes 
(Minimum Services Levels) Act. Instead, they should learn 
from the recent success of the Scottish Government and 
resolve industrial disputes through constructive negotiations. 
SNP MPs have long called for the repeal of the Trade Union 
Act 2016, and we will continue to press the UK Government 
to do so without delay.

Scrap Trident and invest 
the billions spent funding 
these immoral weapons in 
public services, like our NHS 
and schools and adequately 
funding conventional 
defence. The SNP has 
never and will never support 
the retention or renewal of 
Trident, and will press the 
UK government to meet 
their international obligations 
on nuclear disarmament.

Immediately restore and maintain the UK international aid budget to 0.7%. Increase investment into loss and damage. Scotland was the first 
developed nation in the world to commit funding to address loss and damage, 
sparking debate and showing global leadership. Since then, the global loss 
and damage fund has reached $700 million. Instead of following Scotland’s 
bold leadership, the UK Government opted to repurpose existing funding. 
The UK Government must provide a new contribution to the new Loss and 
Damage Fund which is truly additional to existing commitments.
...
The UK Government must invest at least £28bn a year in the green economy 
to deliver a step change in public and private investment in net zero and 
major investment in the domestic supply chain. As part of this investment, the 
UK Government should seek an equity stake in future energy projects. The 
return on this investment for the taxpayer will be used to directly benefit the 
Scottish people by protecting jobs, growing the green economy and lowering 
energy bills.
...
Our commitment to tackling the twin crises of climate change and nature loss 
is unwavering and we believe emissions reduction and economic prosperity 
go hand in hand. We want to share in the enormous economic opportunities 
of the global transition to net zero.

SNP MPs will demand the UK Government:

Take an evidence-based approach to oil and gas. The UK Government is 
the decision-maker on new oil and gas licences. We believe any further 
extraction must be consistent with our climate obligations and take due 
account of energy security considerations. Decisions must be made on a 
rigorously evidence-led, case-by-case basis, through a robust climate 
compatibility assessment.

Ban new coal licences. Follow the SNP Scottish Government’s lead and 
commit to no support for new coal mines, which would undermine our action 
to reach net zero.

Provide fair funding for climate. Scotland has over two thirds of the UK’s 
peatland, and currently plants over 60% of trees in the UK, yet funds 
restoration and planting within our budget, with no help from the UK 
Government. Westminster must ensure fair funding flows to devolved nations 
to enable our, and their, climate ambition given that for the whole of the UK to 
reach net zero by 2050, Scotland must do so by 2045.

Demand an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, release of hostages 
and end arms sales to Israel. We will continue to call on the UK 
Government to follow the lead of Ireland, Norway and Spain by 
immediately recognising Palestine as a state. We believe that 
recognising Palestine as a state in its own right is the only way 
to move towards a just and durable long-term peace, in the 
interests of both Palestinians and Israelis.

Stand by Ukraine and continue to strongly oppose the 
Russian invasion.  We will continue to support Ukrainians who 
have settled in Scotland and will press the UK Government to 
extend visa rights whilst the conflict continues. We will do 
everything in our power to see the restoration of peace and 
ensure Ukraine’s sovereignty, democracy, independence and 
territorial integrity is maintained. We will continue to back 
military support from the United Kingdom to Ukraine and will 
press the UK Government to ensure the sanctions regime 
against Russia is effective.

Strengthen Scotland’s security by pushing the UK to focus on countering disinformation and 
misinformation, better protecting national critical infrastructure, improving supply chain 
resilience and strengthening the ability of the UK to rebound and rebuild from the aftermath of 
a shock or crisis.

Raise the military recruitment age to 18. SNP MPs will urge the UK Government to phase 
out the recruitment of people under 18 in line with international standards.
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Liberal 
Democrats

A strong United Kingdom and a fair international order

Liberal Democrats are proud internationalists. We believe that 
our country and our people thrive when we are open and 
outward-looking. The UK can be an incredible force for good 
when it stands tall on the world stage, and both the Covid 
pandemic and Vladimir Putin’s illegal war in Ukraine show that 
events beyond Britain’s borders inevitably become our concern.

Liberal Democrats will immediately fix our broken relationship 
with Europe, forge a new partnership built on cooperation, not 
confrontation, and move to conclude a new comprehensive 
agreement that removes as many barriers to trade as possible.

We will stand up to authoritarianism by championing the liberal, 
rules-based international order. We will reverse the 
Conservatives’ damaging cuts to the Army and international 
development. We will work across borders to provide safe and 
legal routes to sanctuary for refugees and tackle common 
threats such as human trafficking, cybercrime and terrorism.

Work to counter the global rise in authoritarianism by 
championing the liberal, rules-based international order and 
supporting international institutions such as the United Nations, 
the Commonwealth, NATO and the International Criminal Court.
...
Following years of Conservative Government, our influence on 
the world stage is sadly but undeniably diminished. Liberal 
Democrats will reverse this decline. We will rebuild our relations 
with our allies – not trash them. We will uphold international law 
– not undermine it. We will restore Britain’s role as an 
international development superpower.
...
Pursue a foreign policy agenda with gender equality at its heart, 
focusing on:
• The transformation of the position of women through economic 
inclusion.
• Education and training, ensuring the lives of women and girls 
are not ignored in favour of trade or regional alliances.
• Working to extend reproductive rights and end female genital 
mutilation.
• The eradication of sexual violence in conflict, including by 
increasing international development funding for such initiatives.

Protect, defend and promote human rights for all around the 
world by:
• Working to abolish the death penalty and end the use of 
torture.
• Using the UK’s Magnitsky sanctions to stand up against 
human rights abuses.
• Banning imports from areas with egregious abuses such as 
Xinjiang.
• Enshrining in law a right for British nationals, including dual 
nationals, who
have been politically detained or face other human rights 
violations abroad to
access UK consular services.
• Developing a comprehensive strategy for promoting the 
decriminalisation of
homosexuality and advancing LGBT+ rights.
• Appointing an ambassador-level Champion for Freedom of 
Belief.

Unlock British businesses’ global potential, bring down trade 
barriers and use UK trade policy as a force for good by:
• Placing human rights, labour and environmental standards 
and protection at the heart of international trade deals.

Liberal Democrats will 
strengthen our Armed 
Forces and support the 
people who work in them, 
and keep the UK free, safe 
and secure by:
• Maintaining the UK’s 
nuclear deterrent with four 
submarines providing 
continuous at-sea 
deterrence, while pursuing 
multilateral global 
disarmament.
• Controlling arms exports to 
countries with poor human 
rights records.

In addition, we will:
• Introduce a ‘presumption of 
denial’ for arms exports to 
governments listed as 
human rights concerns in 
the Foreign Office’s annual 
human rights report.
...
• Support and promote the 
development of international 
treaties on the principles 
and limits of the use of 
technology in modern 
warfare.

It is time for the UK to lead within Europe on security, 
working closely with our democratic European allies so 
that we can support Ukraine, and each other, during 
peace and war.

Liberal Democrats will strengthen our Armed Forces 
and support the people who work in them, and keep 
the UK free, safe and secure by:
• Reversing the Conservative Government’s cut to the 
Army, with a longer-term ambition of increasing regular 
troop numbers back to over 100,000.
• Maintaining the UK’s support for NATO, and 
accordingly increasing defence spending in every year 
of the Parliament, with an ambition to spend at least 
2.5% of GDP on defence.
• Securing a fair deal for service personnel and 
veterans.

We will restore Britain’s role as an international development superpower.
...
We will remain committed to delivering the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals in the UK and around the world.
...
Restore the UK’s reputation as an international development superpower, by 
returning spending to 0.7% of national income and re-establishing an 
independent international development department.
...
Ensure that the UK’s international development spending is used effectively 
and with a primary focus on poverty reduction, as we reverse the Official 
Development Assistance cut, including by:
• Putting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals at the heart of 
the UK’s international development policy.
• Funding genuine partnerships that are rooted in local needs and 
developed on grounds of mutual respect.
• Ensuring that the use of the international development budget continues to 
be consistent with the OECD/DAC rules and guidelines, and with UK 
legislation, and in particular its primary purpose should remain the economic
development of, and poverty reduction within, the partner country.
• Recognising the role of education as a force for good, and committing to
spend 15% of ODA on education in the world’s most vulnerable areas,
especially focusing on girls and young women.
• Increasing the proportion of ODA committed to tackling climate change 
and
environmental degradation, in line with our commitment to climate justice.
• Tackling the growing global crisis of food insecurity and malnutrition by
increasing the proportion of ODA committed to delivering life-saving nutrition
interventions.

• Restore the UK’s role as a global leader in tackling the climate and 
nature emergencies, as set out in chapters 5 and 12.
...
3. A fair deal on the environment

Everyone should be able to enjoy the benefits of our wonderful natural 
environment, and our children should inherit the future they deserve. 
We must act now – locally, nationally and globally. The UK can lead 
the world with innovation and ingenuity, while boosting the economy 
and enhancing everyone’s quality of life.

Liberal Democrats will hold big companies to account by giving them a 
duty to protect the environment, including banning water companies 
from dumping raw sewage into rivers, lakes and coastal areas.

We will put tackling climate change at the heart of a new industrial 
strategy. We will cut emissions and bills with an emergency Home 
Energy Upgrade programme. We will drive a rooftop solar revolution 
and invest in clean energy, transport and industry. We will restore 
nature and tackle toxic air pollution. And we will provide skills training, 
incentives and advice to help families and businesses with the 
transition to net zero.

We will take the bold, urgent action needed to tackle climate change, 
cut energy bills and create hundreds of thousands of secure, well-paid 
new jobs. Together with innovative British businesses, we will make 
the UK the world leader in the clean technologies of the future. We will 
help households meet the cost of the transition to net zero and make 
sure everyone benefits from it, leaving no one behind.

We will:
• Make homes warmer and cheaper to heat with a ten-year 
emergency upgrade programme, starting with free insulation and heat 
pumps for those on low incomes, and ensure that all new homes are 
zero-carbon.
• Drive a rooftop solar revolution by expanding incentives for 
households to install solar panels, including a guaranteed fair price for 
electricity sold back into the grid.

We will:
• Invest in green infrastructure, innovation and skills to boost 
economic growth and create good jobs and prosperity in every nation 
and region of the UK, while tackling the climate crisis.
...
We will:
• Increase investment in green infrastructure, including renewable 
energy and zero-carbon transport, industry and housing, as set out in 
chapters 4, 5, 14 and 16, and give a clearer zero-carbon remit to the 
UK Infrastructure Bank.
• Support British industry to cut emissions while holding businesses to 
account for their role in tackling climate change, as set out in chapter 
5.
• Ensure the UK has the highest possible standards of environmental, 
health, labour and consumer protection, at least matching EU 
standards.
...
Invest in renewable power so that 90% of the UK’s electricity is 
generated from renewables by 2030.
• Appoint a Chief Secretary for Sustainability in the Treasury to ensure 
that the economy is sustainable, resource-efficient and zero-carbon, 
establish a new Net Zero Delivery Authority to coordinate action 
across government departments and work with devolved 
administrations, and hand more powers and resources to local 
councils for local net zero strategies.
• Establish national and local citizens’ assemblies to give people real 
involvement in the decisions needed to tackle climate change.
• Restore the UK’s role as a global leader on climate change, by 
returning international development spending to 0.7% of national 
income, with tackling climate change a key priority for development 
spending.

In addition, we will:
• Take the action needed now to achieve net zero by 2045, including:
• Meeting the UK’s commitment under the Paris Agreement to reduce 
emissions by at least 68% from 1990 levels by 2030.
• Requiring the National Infrastructure Commission to take fully into 
account the environmental implications of all national infrastructure 
decisions.
• Putting tackling climate change at the heart of a new industrial 
strategy, as set out in chapter 4.
• Investing in education and training to equip people with the skills 
needed for the low-carbon economy of the future, as set out in 
chapters 4 and 8.
• Ensuring that nature-based solutions, including tree planting, form a 
critical part of the UK’s strategy to tackle climate change, as set out in 
chapter 12.
• Putting our farming and food system on an environmentally 
sustainable footing, as set out in chapter 13.
• Making it cheaper and easier to switch to electric vehicles, restoring 
the requirement that every new car and small van sold from 2030 is 
zeroemission, investing in active travel and public transport, 
electrifying Britain’s railways, and reducing the climate impact of flying, 
as set out in chapter 16.
• Coordinating action across the UK by creating a Joint Climate 
Council of the Nations, as set out in chapter 20.
...
Restore the UK’s role as a global leader on climate change by:
• Restoring international development spending to 0.7% of national 
income, with tackling climate change a key priority for development 
spending.
• Showing leadership on the Paris Agreement by meeting the UK’s 
Nationally Determined Contribution and arguing for greater global 
ambition.
• Working together with our European neighbours to tackle the climate 
emergency, including by associating the UK Emissions Trading 
System with the EU ETS.
• Continuing the UK’s support for the UN Loss and Damage Fund for 
countries particularly vulnerable to the impact of climate change, to 
ensure a just transition for all.
• Pressing for all OECD countries to agree to end subsidies for foreign 
fossil fuel projects.

Stand with the people of Ukraine and provide them with 
the support that they need in the face of Putin’s illegal 
invasion.

Advocate for an immediate bilateral ceasefire in the Israel-
Gaza conflict to resolve the humanitarian catastrophe in 
Gaza, get the hostages out, and provide the space to 
reach a two-state solution based on 1967 borders with 
security and dignity for Israelis and Palestinians.
...

Work with our allies to help bring security and stability to 
the Middle East, which has become a tinderbox amidst the 
Israel-Gaza conflict, including by:
• Advocating for an immediate bilateral ceasefire in the 
Israel-Gaza conflict, recognising that there is no military 
solution to remove Hamas from Gaza.
• Leading a diplomatic push towards a two-state solution 
in Israel and Palestine based on 1967 borders, to deliver 
the security and dignity that Israelis and Palestinians 
deserve.
• Officially recognising the independent state of Palestine 
with immediate effect.
• Recognising the existential threat of Iran not just in the 
Middle East but to Western democracies, by proscribing 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard.
• Upholding and respecting international courts and 
international law.

...

Stand with Hong Kong, Taiwan and the Uyghurs including 
by:
• Continuing to fight for British National (Overseas) 
passport holders’ rights by closing gaps in the BNO visa 
scheme.
• Extending BNO integration funding for Hong Kongers in 
the UK for the duration of the Parliament.
• Recognising that the human rights abuses being 
perpetrated against the Uyghurs in Xinjiang amount to the 
crime of genocide.
• Building new diplomatic, economic and security 
partnerships with democratic countries threatened by 
China, including Taiwan.
• Work with the international community and neighbouring 
countries on the provision of safe, legal passages for 
those who wish to leave Afghanistan, and support Afghan 
refugees in the UK.
• Increase UK humanitarian assistance to Sudan and play 
a stronger role in seeking a ceasefire and long-term peace 
where civilians form a democratic government and war 
crimes are prosecuted.

With war raging on our continent, now more than ever Britain must lead within 
Europe. Liberal Democrats are the only party that will fix the UK’s broken relationship 
with Europe, by following our four-stage roadmap. Not only will this leave us and our 
allies more secure, but it will help restore the British economy and the prosperity and 
opportunities of its citizens.

In addition, we will:
• Legislate to ensure there is a parliamentary vote before engaging in military action, 
and support intervention only when there is a clear legal or humanitarian case, while 
preserving the government’s ability to engage in action in emergencies with a 
retrospective vote or under treaty obligation.
...
• Work collaboratively with our democratic European partners and promote security, 
including through deterrence, by:
• Strengthening cooperation with our Nordic and Baltic allies via the Joint 
Expeditionary Force.
• Building on existing UK-French cooperation arrangements, including the Lancaster 
House Treaties.
• Developing closer cooperation with EU agencies and member states over defence, 
intelligence and cyber-security.
• Prioritising interoperability with NATO allies and other strategic partners.
• Working more closely in the joint development of innovative defence technologies 
and procurement.
• Seeking a defence and security agreement with the EU and its member states.
• Continuing to work closely with our Five Eyes partners.
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Democratic 
Unionist Party

Workers’ Rights
We have already shown our support for public sector 
staff by leading the charge for changes to Northern 
Ireland’s funding model so their needs in terms of fair 
pay can be met. In the Assembly we delivered a 
statutory entitlement for parental bereavement leave in 
the last mandate as well as a commitment to see that 
urgently extended to support those who sadly 
experience miscarriage. 

In the last Parliament, new employment protections 
were enacted in Great Britain, including: 
- new legal rights for parents of children requiring 
neonatal care; 
- the right to unpaid leave for employees with caring 
responsibilities; 
- protection for workers who receive tips; 
- increased rights for employees on or recently 
returned, from family leave in a redundancy situation. 
These developments leave disparities for staff in 
Northern Ireland which ought to be remedied.
...
DUP MPs will:
- continue to call on the Government to ensure that all 
Afghan citizens who risked their lives to assist our 
Armed Forces against the Taliban are urgently resettled 
in the UK and do not face deportation while seeking 
asylum.
...
Pro-Life
The DUP is unashamedly pro-life and continues to 
oppose the radical abortion laws foisted on 
communities in Northern Ireland.
...
Disabilities 
The DUP is committed to ensuring those with 
disabilities can live full and active lives. We will continue 
to advocate for better access to, and provision of, vital 
services that can help ensure they can play a stronger 
role in their local communities and the labour market. 

DUP MPs will: 
- support a wide-ranging audit of central and local 
government facilities to ensure they are accessible to 
those with disabilities; 
- work with the Inclusive Mobility and Transport 
Advisory Committee (IMTAC) in future transport 
projects; 
- promote close collaboration between IMTAC, the 
Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee 
(DPTAC) in England and Wales and Mobility and 
Access Committee for Scotland; 
- support the introduction of further resident parking 
zone schemes; 
- encourage government departments, public bodies 
and local authorities across the UK to join Access Able 
or require them to provide comparable information on 
disability access and services; 
- invest more in community transport, including services 
that provide a lifeline to older people.
...
Religious Freedom 
DUP MPs have been consistent advocates for freedom 
of religion or belief both in the United Kingdom and 
across the globe.

They have: 
- worked with Open Doors and other nongovernment 
organisations to throw a spotlight on the persecution of 
Christians internationally; 
- supported the International Freedom of Religion or 
Belief Bill in Parliament; 
- endorsed the appointment of a special envoy for 
freedom of religion and belief; 
- sought additional protections to ensure government 
procurement takes cognisance of international human 
rights underpinning freedom of religion.

We will build on this record to ensure that the rights of 
those of all faiths and none are protected across the 
United Kingdom.

Nuclear
The DUP will support 
increased spending to 
safeguard the UK’s 
nuclear deterrent. We 
want to ensure that 
Northern Ireland’s 
industrial and 
manufacturing base can 
benefit from the economic 
opportunities provided by 
major investment in the 
readiness of our nuclear 
forces over the next 
decade.

Defence Spending
The stakes are too high to view defence 
expenditure as a burden, rather than a benefit. It 
needs to increase immediately to meet the 
challenges posed to liberty and democracy by 
state actors and terrorism. The DUP believes the 
UK should commit to spending 3.0% of GDP on 
defence by 2035.

Foreign Development Aid
The DUP wants to see the United Kingdom consolidate its position as one of 
the world’s most generous donors of foreign aid. We will achieve this by 
urging the next Government to:

- restore the UK foreign aid budget to 0.7% of gross national income (GNI); 
- spend a higher proportion of the foreign aid budget on bilateral aid and 
humanitarian assistance 
- more than a quarter was spent inside the UK in 2023; 
- review the number and profile of countries currently in receipt of UK aid; 
- target more support toward poorer nations.

7.Leading a Fairer - Not Faster - Path Towards Net-Zero

The DUP supports the United Kingdom’s long-term net zero ambitions 
and will advocate for policy and initiatives that are environmentally 
responsible and support decarbonisation.

Although we appreciate that there is a role for ambitious and flexible 
emissions targets in driving forward progress, we remain concerned 
that recent legislation, including in Northern Ireland, has been rushed, 
poorly drafted and conflicts with independent scientific advice by the 
Climate Change Committee.
...
A Fairer Transition
There is no question that more sustainable policies in areas like 
energy, housing and transport can bring benefits for the standards of 
living enjoyed by people in Northern Ireland and help to tackle 
deprivation and isolation. However, many of our citizens now perceive 
climate action to mean higher taxes, increased costs for basic goods 
and services and a residual threat to jobs and livelihoods, particularly 
in farming families. This comes as families face the highest tax burden 
since the Second World War.

The DUP will press for a truly fair transition which is inclusive of all 
communities, households and industries and addresses the looming 
threat of further costs threatened by changes to emissions trading 
schemes and the impact of the EU Carbon Border Adjustment Carbon 
Mechanism on trade between GB and NI.
...
Green Growth
Progress toward net-zero cannot be treated in isolation from an 
economic programme focused on green, clean and inclusive growth. 
We are committed to doubling the size of Northern Ireland’s low 
carbon and renewable energy economy to more than £2bn turnover.

The NI Executive’s overarching Green Growth Strategy and Delivery 
Framework for Northern Ireland is aiming to transform our society 
towards net zero by 2050, protect and enhance our environment and 
deliver sustainable economic growth. It is undeniable that reducing 
emissions will have very significant economic opportunities for 
Northern Ireland. There will be massive opportunities to exploit 
emerging green technology across various sectors, including energy, 
transport and manufacturing.

We support the ambition of creating more local green jobs in these 
sectors and want to explore how Northern Ireland businesses and 
projects with green and clean ambitions can better tap into UK-wide 
funding, supply chains and incentives.

Energy Security
The DUP remains committed to phasing out fossil fuels. The Energy 
Strategy brought forward by DUP Economy Ministers in the Executive 
contain a range of ambitious targets and policies to support the 
transition to safe, affordable and clean energy solutions in Northern 
Ireland. We are clear that the status quo of importing and consuming 
fossil fuels at current levels is not sustainable. 

However, two thirds of homes are still heated by oil and in the interim, 
supplies of fossil fuels - including North Sea oil - will still be required 
unless we want our communities to go without basic services. The 
DUP wants to see a strategic national approach to transforming the 
production of clean and renewable energy in all parts of the United 
Kingdom.

5. A Strategic Role for UK Defence and Security

The Democratic Unionist Party believes that now more than ever there is a need to 
strengthen the United Kingdom’s defence industrial base and grow our Armed Forces. 
Putin’s abhorrent invasion of Ukraine and the proliferation of cyber threats from 
China, Iran and North Korea has demonstrated the importance of the UK being 
equipped with the military and intelligence capabilities to protect our national interests.

Without a vision to deter and respond to residual threats posed by those intent on 
undermining our democratic institutions and harming our citizens, we believe the UK’s 
role in a volatile and fast-changing global landscape will become increasingly 
precarious. The multi-faceted and everevolving nature of the challenges we face 
requires a constant appraisal of our Armed Forces and intelligence agencies to 
ensure they are not only fighting-fit but equipped with the right skillsets to respond in 
an agile and decisive fashion irrespective of the threat facing them.

DUP MPs will pursue the greater integration of Northern Ireland into our national 
defence structures, networks and operations. This is in keeping with the principle of 
consent and the Belfast Agreement. We support calls for the UK to use an increased 
RAF and Royal Navy presence in Northern Ireland to fortify its northwestern naval 
and air patrol presence. This can act as a deterrent to attempts by Russia to target 
western critical undersea infrastructure around the UK, a threat which the Republic of 
Ireland also faces.
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Sinn Féin Partition has failed us all. 

The Good Friday Agreement provides a peaceful and 
democratic pathway through a referendum process to 
achieve a new Ireland within the EU.
...
Resumption of full EU membership as a consequence of 
unity would hugely benefit the all-island economy. Unity is 
central to building a modern, inclusive, accountable and 
fairer society and a country which can play its full part in 
the world. The Irish and British governments must set a 
date for a referendum on Irish unity. Now is the time to 
plan for the future.

Sinn Féin’s influence has been central to the incredible 
transformation that has taken place in the North.

It was also key to securing protections that shielded 
Ireland from the worst impacts of Britain’s catastrophic 
Brexit and austerity agenda.

In direct discussions with the British Government, the 
US, and the European Union we have consistently 
stood up for the rights of citizens.
...
We are committed to strong legal protections for 
workers and the right to join a trade union.
...
Sinn Féin is committed to an inclusive and diverse 
society based on equal rights and equal opportunities 
for all citizens. 

There can be no place for sectarianism, racism, 
misogyny, homophobia, age or disability discrimination 
in our society. 

The scourge of violence against women and girls must 
be addressed and an Ending Violence Against Women 
and Girls’ (EVAWG) strategy must be delivered. 

We want to create a safe, welcoming and inclusive 
society for all. We want a society that values and 
celebrates the diversity of our identities, religious or 
none, sexual orientation, gender, disability, age, or 
ethnic origin. 

We want women to be able to access the safe and legal 
health services they are entitled to. We want to see 
parity of esteem for Irish culture and language as 
provided for in the Good Friday Agreement. Sinn Féin 
will also uphold the rights of all victims of the conflict to 
information, maximum disclosure, and truth. 

We vigorously oppose the provisions outlined in the 
British Government’s Legacy Act. It’s time to address 
the legacy of the past by implementing the mechanisms 
agreed at Stormont House in a human rights compliant 
manner. 

Sinn Féin will also continue to advocate for victims and 
survivors of institutional abuse to protect their right to 
truth, justice and redress that they have been denied for 
too long.

We want to increase productivity and opportunities for skills and 
training, regional balance in investment and job opportunities, 
accessible and affordable childcare - including for those with Special 
Educational Needs - and meet climate change targets through a fair 
and just transition to net zero.

We are absolutely committed to continue our support and 
solidarity to the people of Palestine. We will seize every 
opportunity to call for an immediate ceasefire, release of 
all hostages, humanitarian aid, an end to genocide, and a 
free and independent Palestinian state.
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Plaid Cymru Plaid Cymru supports upholding of international law and 
organisations that maintain international law such as the 
International Court of Justice and the International Criminal 
Court. Governments and countries cannot pick and choose 
which international rules to follow based on their own self-
interest.
...
Plaid Cymru believes that Wales should be a sovereign 
independent nation, and a member of the United Nations, taking 
on the role and responsibilities of that membership.

Plaid Cymru supports the UK remaining a member of the 
European Court of Human Rights and we support 
maintaining the human rights which we, collectively, hold.

Disability 
We will adopt the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Disabled People into UK law to assure accessibility for all. 
This was ratified by the UK in 2009, but never introduced into 
law.

We will achieve this by working with the UN Committee on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, disabled people’s 
organisations, disabled people’s charities and disabled 
people themselves throughout the UK.

The voices of disabled people will be at core of this policy to 
ensure the full enjoyment by persons with disabilities in daily 
life with dignity, their human rights, and fundamental 
freedoms from poverty, social exclusion, discrimination, and 
negligence.
...
We would introduce a Business, Human Rights and 
Environment Bill. This would mandate that private companies 
conduct due diligence in their supply chains to prevent 
human rights abuses and environmental harms. The 
mechanism for enforcement would be modelled on the ‘duty 
to prevent’, as seen in the Bribery Act 2010.

We believe that the UK 
should withhold licenses to 
sell arms to countries which 
have poor human rights 
records, or where there is 
credible evidence to suggest 
that they will be used for 
repression of their own 
populations, or in violation of 
international law.

There should be a review of 
the arms export control 
system, and a clear 
statement of intent to 
withdraw from the 
international arms supply 
trade.

Plaid Cymru opposes the 
Trident nuclear weapons 
system and its renewal, 
which is estimated to cost 
more than £200bn, and 
supports the United Nations 
Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons.

We oppose increasing defence spending, and believe 
that, if defence spending is required, then it would be 
better used on conventional defence and to peaceful 
ends, rather than weapons of mass destruction.

International Aid
Plaid Cymru supports the United Nations target for countries to spend 0.7% on 
international aid and calls on the next UK Government to reinstate that commitment 
as a matter of urgency. This funding should be used for internationally recognised 
aid purposes.

Plaid Cymru recognises that the climate and nature emergencies are the 
biggest threat to mankind on a global scale, and reaffirms our commitment to 
reaching netzero targets in Wales by 2035 and reversing biodiversity decline 
by 2030. This requires collaboration and planning to achieve a just transition.

We all have a part to play in tackling the global emergency. Forecasters have 
made clear that the world is on course to becoming an uninhabitable planet. 
Wales can and must play its part in ensuring that the world changes its 
course – and we must do this in a way that is equitable and just for 
generations now and in the future.

Plaid Cymru believes that greater investment is direly needed in green jobs 
and transitioning into new methods of construction, so that workers in Wales 
are not thrown on the scrap heap, but are supported into new, highly-skilled 
and well-paid jobs.

Plaid Cymru would prioritise work to alleviate the effects of climate change on 
our communities, and in ways that take account of the psychological as well 
as physical tolls of this crisis. The school curriculum should equip young 
people with an understanding of climate challenges and encourage a 
philosophy of engaging with climate change and the natural world.

We will ensure that both the Welsh Government and the UK Government 
takes their responsibilities to protecting households seriously by investing in 
infrastructure to prevent or mitigate flooding incidents. As a result of their 
impact in increasing climate change, we will increase Air Passenger Duty and 
kerosene tax for private jets.
...
Plaid Cymru opposes the development of new sites for nuclear power 
stations, and would oppose new licences for oil and gas drilling.
...
Tackling the Nature Emergency 
The Nature Emergency is of great importance to Plaid Cymru, and our 
Senedd group led a debate in 2021 which resulted in our Senedd being the 
first parliament in the UK to declare a nature emergency. The loss of 
biodiversity and species will affect us all – and 1 in every 6 species in Wales 
is already threatened with extinction. We support a science-led plan aligned 
with the 2022 Kunming-Montreal agreement to ensure that nature loss is 
firmly in reverse as soon as possible. Plaid Cymru supports the introduction 
of biodiversity targets, to halt biodiversity decline by 2030, and ensure 
substantive recovery by 2050.

The climate and nature emergencies must be tackled together. We would 
ensure that planning projects have to have regard to the two emergencies, to 
avoid situations like wind farms being built on landscapes that provide 
habitats for endangered species.
...
Fairness for our Planet 
Recognising the climate and nature emergency in which we find ourselves, 
we need to think beyond economic growth in terms of GDP, and will call on 
the next UK Government to consider adopting alternative ways of measuring 
the economy.

We would introduce a Business, Human Rights and Environment Bill. This 
would mandate that private companies conduct due diligence in their supply 
chains to prevent human rights abuses and environmental harms. The 
mechanism for enforcement would be modelled on the ‘duty to prevent’, as 
seen in the Bribery Act 2010.

Conflict in Gaza 
Plaid Cymru has been consistent in calling for a peaceful 
ceasefire in Gaza, release of all hostages and a negotiated end 
to the conflict.

Our motion calling for an immediate ceasefire in November 
2023 was passed by our Senedd. We recognise the State of 
Palestine, as an essential step towards peace in the region.

Plaid Cymru condemns in the strongest possible terms the 
atrocities committed by Hamas on October 7th, the murder of 
tens of thousands of innocent civilians in the region, and the 
horrific genocide committed by the Israeli Government against 
the people of Gaza. Amnesty International classifies the State of 
Israel as an apartheid state, which has received the direct and 
indirect support of Western governments, including the United 
Kingdom.

Plaid Cymru further believes that Israeli Government Ministers 
responsible for war crimes, including genocide, should be held 
accountable by international courts for their actions. We will 
demand that the UK Government enforces all decisions made 
by the International Criminal Court, including acting on all 
arresting warrants it issues. We further call on the UK 
Government to expel the Israeli ambassador until such time as 
the Israeli Government ends its apartheid and illegal actions. 
We will also demand a ban on all arms sales to the state of 
Israel.

Plaid Cymru opposed and voted against the Economic Activity 
of Public Bodies (Overseas Matters) Bill which was aimed at 
preventing public authorities from participating in boycotts, 
divestment and sanctions campaigns. Plaid Cymru supports all 
campaigns against oppressive states using any peaceful 
methods including boycotts, divestment and sanctions, and 
commit to protecting the human right to protest free of 
hindrance, crackdown or unfair restriction.

Conflict in Ukraine It is now more than two years since Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine began. Plaid Cymru believes that Ukraine’s 
national sovereignty and the right of Ukrainians to live in peace 
must be upheld. We believe that Ukraine has a right to defend 
itself from aggressive attack and invasion. As the invasion 
continues, Ukrainian refugees have been welcomed into our 
communities and are making a valuable contribution to Welsh 
life. Plaid Cymru supports Wales as a Nation of Sanctuary for 
refugees fleeing conflict.

Defence
Plaid Cymru supports peaceful and negotiated outcomes to all conflict. We believe that our 
Senedd should be consulted before decisions are made by the UK Government to engage in 
military action.
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Alba International relations and Defence 
The ALBA Party believes that Scotland can be a force for peace 
in the world. 

International relations are vital understanding and cooperation. It 
opens doors to trade, cultural exchange, and collective action on 
global challenges. Strong, respectful international ties enrich our 
nation, foster peace, and ensure Scotland's voice is heard. and 
valued on the world stage. 

ALBA believe that the Defence and Security of an independent 
Scotland should be underpinned not only by the principle of 
defending Scotland but also by being a nation that supports the 
peaceful common good of the world. We are attracted by the 
defence posture of the Irish Republic, outwith the NATO 
command structure but operating in partnership with Western 
allies. 
...
The struggle for independence is a political one to be fought and 
won in Scotland but the ALBA Party see the importance of a 
sustained campaign to enlist international sympathy and support, 
paving the way for when recognition would be sought for an 
independent Scotland. 

If we are to have success in garnering international support for 
our cause, we need to start engaging now with key players in the 
diplomatic community. Diplomacy has two main components: 
relationship building and information sharing; and we need to 
work on both in order to achieve Scotland's goals.

We will also set out our proposals for tackling the cost 
of living crisis and protecting the rights of women and 
girls.
...
A vote for ALBA in this Election is:
...
A vote to protect the sex-based rights of women and 
girls.
...
Standing up for women and children 
ALBA recognises and supports the Equality Act 2010, 
which protects those with protected characteristics from 
discrimination. Protected characteristics are age, 
disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or 
belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

The ALBA Party supports efforts to strengthen clarity in 
the law to ensure people have the protection they need. 
The Equality Act protects discrimination due to "sex", 
and sex is a biological fact. 

The Equality Act's single-sex exemptions recognise that 
single-sex accommodations are required to uphold 
dignity, safety, and respect in specific settings, such as 
some jobs and care 
situations. 

The ALBA Party has been at the forefront of 
championing women's rights and child safeguarding, 
driven by the actions and words of Ash Regan. We 
remain steadfast in our opposition to any attempts by 
either Government to impose gender self- identification 
in law, policy, and guidance. Our clear position, 
underpinned by public opinion, is rooted in the profound 
consequences and implications for society, particularly 
the risks to the safety, privacy, and dignity of women 
and girls. 

The ALBA Party remains committed to a competent 
Government and calls on the Scottish Government to 
learn from its bruising judicial review experience and 
consult widely on legislation to avoid costly humiliation 
later in the courts. ALBA believes that the electorate will 
not forgive Labour and the SNP for any attempt to bring 
gender self-id into law in Scotland or the UK to appease 
ideologically driven lobby groups. 

ALBA WILL: 
- Support clarity in law - a woman is an adult human 
female. 
- Support the Cass Review's implementation 
immediately and in full in all areas relevant to Scotland. 
- Support high-quality, evidence-based care for children 
and young people. 
- Ensure health, education, and legislation is Cass 
Compliant. 
- Support an independent Scotland to have a Citizen's 
Assembly on fundamental rights and protections for all, 
which should be enshrined in a written constitution for 
the people, by the people. 
- Oppose any attempt to conflate gender identity with 
sex-based rights and protections in law, policy and 
guidance. 
- Support single-sex spaces and sex-based rights at all 
levels. 
...
The ALBA Party is steadfast in its support for the 
equality of all citizens. We are committed to ensuring 
that the fundamental rights of all our people are derived 
from a Citizens' Assembly and enshrined in а written 
constitution of an Independent Scotland. 
...
On independence Alba will: 
...
Agitate for international support to respect the right of 
the Scottish people to self- determination. 

A vote for ALBA in this 
Election is:
...
A vote to rid Scotland of 
Weapons of Mass 
Destruction
...
The ALBA Party is opposed 
to Nuclear Weapons. We 
will demand that the 
incoming UK Government 
scraps the £205 Billion 
renewal of Trident. 

We will advocate for the UK 
Government to immediately 
sign, and for the 
Government of an 
independent Scotland to 
sign, the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons and will campaign 
for other nations of the world 
to do so. 

There is a long-standing 
national consensus in 
existence that Scotland 
should not host nuclear 
weapons and the ALBA 
Party demand that the 
negotiating position for an 
independent Scotland will be 
to secure the speedy and 
safe removal of the nuclear 
fleet from Faslane, which 
will be replaced by 
conventional naval forces; 
all weapons of mass 
destruction and all 
associated nuclear materials 
negotiated to be safely 
removed by day one of 
Scotland becoming an 
independent nation.
...
ALBA WILL: 
Call for the renewal of 
Trident to be scrapped. 
Support an independent 
Scotland being free of 
nuclear weapons from day 
one of independence. 

We look forward to a Scotland which embraces the next energy revolution. 
Scotland has the potential to produce, in the foreseeable future, up to ten 
times our own power requirements from clean green sources and at a cost 
which is substantially below prevailing market prices. For example, deep 
offshore wind is the most economic way to produce big power with projected 
costs now running at around one third of new nuclear investment. 
...
We believe in the continuation of North Sea Oil on the condition that all new 
oil and gas licences should require a specific field commitment of a zero net 
carbon footprint achieved largely by investment in the developing carbon 
capture network. 

It is vital that the people of Scotland feel the benefits of our great natural 
wealth. 

This can be achieved by carbon capture - a technology Scotland could still be 
the world leader in if the UK Government would at last put its money where 
its mouth is and return a bare fraction of oil revenues for a rapid development 
of a carbon capture network. Successive UK Governments since 2005 have  
betrayed North Sea workers by dragging their feet on carbon capture. 

ALBA call for the immediate speedy deployment of Carbon Capture 
technology to make Scotland a world leader in the field and to contribute 
substantially to all of Europe's Net Zero aspirations. 

Without independence and a coherent energy policy, the Scottish people will 
yet again be deprived of any share whatsoever in our vast energy resources 
and the national scandal of fuel poverty amid energy plenty will be allowed to 
continue. 

ALBA WILL: 
- Support the establishment of a national energy company - Alba Energy - the 
Power of Scotland with a public stake in all offshore wind projects. 
- Support the licensing of new oil and gas developments with world leading 
net zero license conditions. 
- Champion Carbon Capture technology as an integral part of a credible 
transition. 

International relations and Defence 
Alex Salmond was the first political leader in the UK to call for 
an immediate ceasefire in Gaza. ALBA will continue to use our 
voices to 
demand that Israel ceases its unlawful war against Palestine 
and to seek a peaceful, lasting settlement. 

ALBA supports the endeavours of the International Criminal 
Court prosecutors to serve warrants on those on both sides of 
the conflict for alleged war crimes against civilians. 

ALBA supports the efforts of the Secretary General of the 
United Nations and the government of Türkiye and others to 
bring about de-escalation and a negotiated peaceful settlement 
of the European War provoked by the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. 

ALBA WILL: 
...
Continue to call for an immediate ceasefire and lasting peaceful 
settlement between Israel and Palestine. 

The Defence footprint in Scotland is of massive value and strategic importance and the size, 
format and capability of the Scottish Defence Force would be primarily based on naval forces 
and coastal defence for the the following reasons: the size of Territorial waters and EEZ; the 
impact of climate change on the opening of new sea routes with the melting of ice caps in the 
Arctic Ocean; the need to patrol and enforce Scottish Fishing rights, and the need to protect 
offshore assets in both hydrocarbons and renewables. 
...
The ALBA Party recognises Scotland has a proud army tradition and therefore believes an 
independent Scotland should reinstate historic units disbanded by the UK Government such 
as the Royal Scots, The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, and Black Watch Regiments and 
battalions as part of the Scottish Defence force structure. 
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and Labour Party

Awaiting news on publication
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Alliance International co-operation is essential to addressing 
shared global challenges. 

Alliance is guided by our liberal, internationalist values. At 
present, the world faces its biggest range of inter-related 
challenges in many decades, with wars in Ukraine, the 
Middle East, and parts of Africa, and many tensions 
elsewhere. 

This is accompanied by situations of gross human rights 
abuses, humanitarian crises, growing numbers of 
displaced people, economic disruption, poverty and 
challenges in respect of development, pandemics and the 
climate emergency. 

The nature of the international community’s response to 
many of these problems, including some significant 
failings, has undermined international institutions and the 
international rules-based order more generally. 

Additionally, around the globe, liberal democratic 
structures are being challenged by the rise of populism 
and authoritarianism.

8.1 SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
Alliance reiterates its support for the central role of the 
United Nations and the wider family of institutions within 
the United Nations System and for the rules-based 
international order. This includes support for the work of 
the International Court of Justice and the International 
Criminal Court.

6.3 EQUALITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
In pursuing an agenda of undermining human  rights, 
the Conservative Government has also failed to 
legislate on critical equality and social justice issues. 
Alliance MPs will continue to advocate for:
• An immediate trans-inclusive ban on socalled 
Conversion Therapy, without loopholes, that extends to 
NI.
• The domestic incorporation of the UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).
• The delivery of a Northern Ireland Bill of Rights to 
supplement the ECHR and Human Rights Act.
...
• Westminster to intervene when required to ensure the 
highest standards of rights and equality in Northern 
Ireland in line with international standards, where the 
Assembly or Executive manifestly fails to act.

8.6 SUPPORTING HUMAN RIGHTS AND POLITICAL 
FREEDOMS

Alliance respects and promotes human rights, civil 
liberties, and political freedom. We believe that these 
issues are universal and must be respected by 
governments worldwide. We will always seek to 
promote our values abroad, promoting a tolerant world 
that respects human rights and supports political 
freedom. 

Alliance will:
• Support the international rules-based order, and the 
international structures for protecting and advocating for 
higher human rights standards. 
• Continue to promote our unwavering commitment to 
freedom of and from religion across the world and 
oppose discrimination on the basis of religion or belief. 
• Recognise that civil liberties and the rule of law are a 
crucial part of developing stable governments and 
enabling economic growth, and ensure this recognition 
is embedded in foreign affairs. 
• Pay particular attention to protecting the rights and 
well-being of women across the world, given that 
women are typically financially and politically 
disadvantaged in comparison to men, and recognising 
that, access to education is a priority. 
• Use the UK’s role in the Commonwealth to make 
progress on protecting the rights of women, religious 
minorities and LGBTQIA+ people. 
• Strengthen the role the international community plays 
in overseeing elections abroad so that we can continue 
to promote fair and free elections. 
• Continue to support the fight against modern slavery, 
human trafficking and criminal, labour and sexual 
exploitation. 
• Improve control of arms exports and end continued 
arms sales to countries with poor human rights records. 
• Increase overseas financial support for the ongoing 
refugee crisis, focusing on countries that have accepted 
millions of refugees.

Therefore, Alliance will support:
...
• UN efforts to introduce a binding international treaty 
on business and human rights, making companies 
legally accountable for failing to prevent human rights 
abuses or environmental damage in their operations 
and supply chains.

Therefore, Alliance will 
support:
...
The creation of much 
higher scrutiny and 
restrictions on UK arms 
exports, ending exports to 
countries that engage in 
aggression against others 
and repression 
domestically.

8.3 DEFENCE SPENDING AND CO-OPERATION
Alliance continues to support NATO as the 
cornerstone of the defence of the UK and Europe.

We also advocate stronger defence cooperation 
between the UK and the European Union and for 
a formal agreement to be reached early in this 
forthcoming Parliament. Alliance recognises the 
need for the UK and other countries to increase 
defence spending. We will support a full defence 
review in this regard.

We believe that changing the UK’s defence 
posture can yield savings. Other approaches, 
reflecting the security challenges of the future 
rather than the nuclear standoff of the Cold War 
era, can be used to ensure the UK’s security.

The UK can and should help combat nuclear 
proliferation by leading by example in reducing 
nuclear weapons as part of agreedupon 
multilateral efforts.

We want to build a fair, sustainable world: reducing poverty and inequality, 
addressing the climate crisis, and ensuring that the most marginalised 
groups, such as women, girls, people with disabilities and the LGBT+ 
community, are at the forefront of international development and 
humanitarian assistance policy.

Therefore, Alliance will support:
• Reestablishing the Department for International Development (DFID) as a 
standalone department.
• Restoration of the commitment to spend 0.7% of the UK’s gross national 
income on Official Development Assistance.
...
• NI and UK-based international development NGOs to continue to play a 
leading role in tackling poverty, mitigating against the impacts of climate 
change, and reducing violence around the world.
• The financing and delivery of the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the commitment made by all UN member 
states to ‘leave no one behind’ by 2030.
• Tackling tax-dodging which harms the economies of both the UK and the 
Global South.
...
• Greater investment in water, sanitation and hygiene as a matter of priority. 
This not only reduces disease and improves sanitation but can help prevent 
the development of new diseases with a global threat, as well as impacting 
directly on economic growth and inclusion. Its impact on the safety, security, 
education, economic and social participation of women and girls is also 
hugely significant.
• The rights of small-scale farmers in the Global South to gain access to 
land, seed and finance, and uphold indigenous peoples’ right to land.
• Increasing focus on human security as defined by the United Nations 
Development Programme.

8.4 GLOBAL JUSTICE AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Alliance believes that the UK has both a moral obligation and a 
strategic interest in international development spending. Countries in 
the Global South faced with geographical exposure, heightened levels 
of poverty, political instability, and exploitation of their natural 
resources are the most at risk from and least responsible for the 
climate emergency.

As a result of climate change, experts estimate that between 25 
million and 1 billion people could be forced to leave their homes by 
2050.

Industrialised nations such as the UK disproportionately bear 
responsibility for climate change. The UK’s global responsibility is 
compounded by ongoing funding of overseas fossil fuel projects, 
destabilising foreign policy decisions and its history of exploitation.

The 2015 Paris Climate Agreement demands that high-income 
countries go further and faster in radically reducing emissions by no 
later than the “second half of this century”. It also requires 
governments to reduce emissions “on the basis of equity, and in the 
context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty.” 
Alliance MPs will demand that the UK upholds its international 
commitments and is as ambitious as possible when it comes to 
climate action.
...
Therefore, Alliance will support:
...
• Sustaining the UK’s pledge of £11.6 billion for climate finance over 
the five-year span from 2021/22 to 2025/26, ensuring that funds come 
from new and additional sources, not international aid or development 
budgets.
• An end to all fossil fuel expansion globally under the UNFCCC, 
phaseout all fossil fuels and support a just transition to renewables, 
with the richest, most historically polluting countries such as the UK 
moving fastest.
...
• The establishment of the new Loss and Damage Fund under 
UNFCCC, ensuring the UK pays its fair share and that fossil fuel 
companies pay towards loss and damage.
...
• An end to all aid spending on fossil fuel production overseas, 
redirecting it towards international climate aid.
• Ensuring any trade deals are consistent with tackling climate 
injustice, rejecting any new trade deals which fail to maintain or 
enhance human rights and climate, environmental, food and farming 
standards.
• Prevention of environmental and human rights’ abuses in supply 
chains by establishing due diligence obligations on UK companies.
• A global climate change fund to help ensure that low-income 
countries can mitigate the impact of climate change and support 
international calls for compensation.
...
The development of an ambitious UN Global Plastics Treaty to 
mitigate against plastic as a threat multiplier and reduce plastic-
aggravated flooding in the Global South.
• Calls for the UK’s urgent ratification of the UN Global Ocean Treaty 
and support a ban on deep sea mining.

Conflict Resolution
War and global conflict have a disastrous effect on 
international relations, economic stability, the 
environment, and public finances, and create human 
misery and destruction.

As a result, Alliance supports:
• Military intervention only as a last resort. Any such 
interventions must be legal, have defined aims and an exit 
strategy, assurances that the result will be sustainable, 
and be accompanied by nonmilitary attempts at tackling 
the problem.
• The “Responsibility to Protect” doctrine. We accept that 
this must be a factor in decision-making about 
intervention.
• Reforming global institutions, including membership of 
the UN Security Council, to better promote globally agreed 
objectives and recognise the central role of the United 
Nations in maintaining global peace and security.

Gaza
The Middle East is one of the major fault lines in the 
world, with a long and troubled history. Hamas’s terrorist 
attacks on 7 October 2023 were abhorrent, inexcusable 
war crimes that Alliance has consistently condemned in 
the strongest terms possible. Israel’s response from the 
outset has gravely and brazenly breached international 
humanitarian law, collectively punishing Palestinians and 
leaving people in Gaza in unspeakable, apocalyptic 
conditions.

Since 9 October 2023, Alliance has consistently 
condemned war crimes committed by Israel and Hamas, 
demanded an immediate ceasefire, an end to the illegal 
siege, and the release of hostages and detainees. We 
have called out the UK’s blatant double standards in not 
challenging Israel’s breaches of international law and 
called for an end to arms exports to Israel.

The Israeli Government’s acceleration of its illegal 
occupation and the intensification of subjugation of 
Palestinians in recent years has threatened the security of 
Palestinians and Israelis alike.

Both the Israeli Government and Hamas must be held 
accountable for breaches of international law through the 
International Court of Justice and the International 
Criminal Court. This includes ending Israel’s 57 year 
occupation and 17 year blockade of Gaza, and 
dismantling the systematic discrimination of Palestinians 
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories that 
amount to the crimes against humanity of apartheid and 
persecution.

We remain committed to a two-state solution based on 
existing international law, specifically upon UN Security 
Council resolution 242 (1967) lines. This includes the 
recognition of Palestine as a sovereign independent state. 
Peace in the region will come through Israel and Palestine 
both being safe, secure and prosperous inside 
internationally recognised borders.

Ukraine
Alliance fully supports Ukraine’s fight for freedom against 
Russian aggression. We have continuously advocated for 
immediate support for Ukrainians and the ongoing 
provision of military and other assistance to the country. 
Any solution must have the support of the Government 
and people of Ukraine.

We will also support the most robust economic crime 
legislation that will prevent oligarchs from corrupt regimes 
from channelling their money through the UK. This would 
allow proceeds from the seizure of frozen Russian assets 
in the UK to be repurposed to support Ukraine.
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Green Party In a world threatened by war and the rise of authoritarian 
regimes, the Green Party believes that the UK’s foreign policy 
should be based on shared commitments to democracy, peace, 
global solidarity and the protection of human rights. It has never 
been more important to support the rule of law, including the 
international law that underpins our rights and protects against 
state aggression, genocide and the inhuman treatment of 
refugees.

In a world threatened by climate-driven instability and mass 
migration, there is an ever-greater need for enlightened 
leadership and international solidarity.

The Green Party wants to see the UK:
• Take the lead in upholding the right to self-determination and 
the enforcement of international law.
• Continue to support Ukraine as it resists Russian invasion.
• Work towards reform of the European security architecture and 
disarmament, based on shared commitments to democracy and 
mutual transparency.
• Rejoin and play its full part in the family of nations that is the 
European Union, as soon as possible

Defending your human rights
The Green Party is committed to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR) and the European Court of Human Rights.

Elected Greens will:
• Defend the Human Rights Act.
• Support continued direct access to ECHR rights in the 
domestic courts.
• Restore legal aid for public law cases so everybody can 
uphold their rights in court.
• Protect the right to religious expression.
• Scrap the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act, Public 
Order Act and other legislation that erodes the right to protest 
and to free expression.

The recent rise in Islamophobia and antisemitism highlights 
the importance of tackling hate crime and opposing divisions 
in our society. Elected Greens will support the right to 
religious expression and work with religious communities to 
defend the safety of places of worship. We will also scrap 
Prevent.

The Green Party supports self-ID, so that trans and non-
binary people could be legally recognised in their chosen 
gender through self-declaration. We also support ending the 
spousal veto so that married trans people can acquire their 
gender recognition certification without having to obtain 
permission from their spouse, and to change the law so an X 
gender marker can be added to passports for non-binary and 
intersex people who wish to use it.

Most of the world’s 
countries do not possess 
weapons of mass 
destruction and are safer 
as a result. Elected 
Greens will:

• Push for the UK to sign 
the UN Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons (TPNW), and 
following this to begin 
immediately the process 
of dismantling our nuclear 
weapons, cancelling the 
Trident programme and 
removing all foreign 
nuclear weapons from UK 
soil.

• Work with international 
partners to enlarge 
membership of the TPNW 
and ensure that all states 
meet their commitments 
under the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Work to support and 
enhance the work of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) on arms 
control and the building of 
mutual trust and 
confidence.
...
We want to see crucial 
reforms to the way NATO 
operates, that include:
• First and foremost a 
commitment to a ‘No First 
Use’ of nuclear weapons.
...
• An end to all UK arms 
exports to and military 
cooperation with Israel, 
which make the British 
government complicit in 
these war crimes.

Elected Greens would push for the UK to:
• Go beyond restoring international aid to 0.7% of GNI, raising this to 1% by 2033.
• Enable the people of the Global South to take the lead on how aid is spent, as those with most at stake know best how to solve their problems. In some cases, this may mean direct support to affected populations rather than working through authoritarian or corrupt governments.
• Establish a Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry for Truth and Reparatory Justice to address reparations needed to redress global inequalities caused by the trans-Atlantic trafficking of enslaved Africans.
• Work within international frameworks and with international partners to remove the burden of debt from the Global South.

The UK carries a particular responsibility for its high share of historic 
global emissions and as a former colonial power. In recognition of the 
importance of supporting countries in the Global South to decarbonise 
their economies and be resilient to climate impacts, Greens would 
ensure that the UK’s existing climate finance commitments are 
delivered in full and are genuinely new and additional to aid spending.

Elected Greens would push for the UK to:

• Increase the climate finance budget to 1.5% of GNI by 2033, with an 
additional contribution to a newly established Loss and Damage Fund 
in order to help climate vulnerable countries to respond to increasingly 
severe storms, floods and rising temperatures.

• Support a new international law against ecocide and stand with 
those protecting biodiversity globally, including indigenous peoples.

• Make finance and technology available to support the development 
of environmentally and socially sustainable economies of low-income 
countries to tackle the causes and impacts of the climate and nature 
emergencies.

Migration and climate breakdown
People have always moved in search of better lives, but famine and 
the increasing conflict in the world is driving an increase in involuntary 
migration. As the climate crisis worsens and the impacts on people in 
marginalised communities become more severe, more people may be 
forced to leave their homes. Our proposed significant increase to the 
overseas aid budget, as well as our policy of supporting lower-income 
countries to deal with the climate crisis, are vital to ensure people can 
stay in their home communities, but we will also ensure that those who 
are forced to leave can do so safely and with dignity, without fear or 
intimidation.
...
Respecting the limits of the planet
Despite the other political parties continuing to argue that endless 
economic growth is the solution to all our problems, there is a growing 
consensus it is actively undermining our wellbeing. We can no longer 
continue to exploit oil, gas, forests and oceans for economic growth – 
their overuse is already threatening our future survival, as well as the 
future of our economy and society.

Green MPs will change the way success is measured in our economy, 
with new indicators that take account of the wellbeing of people and 
planet and that track our progress towards building a greener – and 
fairer – future.
...
Phasing out fossil fuels
It is dangerous and reckless to extract more fossil fuels in an 
accelerating climate emergency. Green MPs will push the next 
government to stop all new fossil fuel extraction projects in the United 
Kingdom and to cancel recently issued fossil fuel licences, such as for 
Rosebank. We will also end all subsidies to the oil and gas industries. 
We will introduce a carbon tax on all fossil fuels, whether produced 
here or imported. The tax would be proportional to the greenhouse 
gas emissions produced when fuel is burnt. We would raise the 
carbon tax rate progressively over a decade, reflecting the cost to the 
planet of coal, oil and gas and driving their rapid replacement with 
cheaper, renewable sources of energy.

Accelerating clean energy investment and delivery
The UK’s current climate targets do not reflect the urgency of the 
climate crisis or what is required by global justice. We would push the 
government to transition to a zero-carbon society as soon as possible, 
and more than a decade ahead of 2050. By diverting investment away 
from renewables, nuclear power is a distraction and a waste of time 
and money. Instead with investment in interconnectors and grid level 
storage, it’s possible to decarbonise the energy system before 2030.

Acting with more ambition will deliver: a zerocarbon electricity supply; 
security of supply over short and long periods of low generation; 
sufficient electricity for all cars and vans to be electric, for all homes 
and buildings to stop using fossil fuels, and for most industry to 
transition to clean energy.

Greens will also prioritise investing in innovation to eliminate residual 
uses of fossil fuels in the economy, such as for HGVs and mobile 
machinery.

Israel and Palestine
The Green Party has been calling for an immediate bilateral 
ceasefire in the war between Israel and Gaza and the return of 
hostages since mid-October 2023. We condemned the appalling 
murder of hundreds of Israeli civilians by Hamas on 7 October 
and for which Hamas should be held to account, and since then 
have watched in horror as Israeli forces have committed war 
crimes that have caused the deaths of tens of thousands of 
Palestinian civilians.
Green MPs will push for:
• An immediate and permanent bilateral ceasefire.
• A durable political solution that ensures security and equal 
rights for Israelis and Palestinians. This is the only way to 
achieve long-term security for the people of Palestine and 
Israel.
• Recognition of the state of Palestine and an urgent 
international effort to end the illegal occupation of Palestinian 
land.
• Investigation and prosecution of war crimes. We believe there 
is strong evidence to support South Africa’s submission to the 
International Court of Justice that Israel is guilty of genocide in 
its conduct in Gaza.
• An end to all UK arms exports to and military cooperation with 
Israel, which make the British government complicit in these war 
crimes.

The Green Party recognises that NATO has an important role in ensuring the ability of 
its member states to respond to threats to their security. We support the principle of 
international solidarity, whereby nations support one another through mutual defence 
alliances and multilateral security frameworks.

However, that doesn’t mean we think NATO is perfect—far from it. We will work within 
NATO for a greater focus on outreach and dialogue to support global peacebuilding, 
based on democratic and inclusive values. We want to see crucial reforms to the way 
NATO operates, that include:
• First and foremost a commitment to a ‘No First Use’ of nuclear weapons.
• Diplomacy and practical co-operation must always take precedence over military 
action. We want to see much greater emphasis on the alliance’s efforts to encourage 
dialogue to support global peace-building.
• NATO must act solely in defence of member states.
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Reform UK Critical reforms needed in the first 100 days:
Leave the European Convention on Human Rights.
Commence reform of the Human Rights Act.

A British Bill of Rights.
Our freedoms must be codified and guaranteed. Political 
freedom, personal freedom, economic freedom. Never again 
can our entire country be locked down on shoddy evidence 
and lies.

Replace the 2010 Equalities Act.
The current Equalities Act requires discrimination in the 
name of ‘positive action’. It costs the economy billions of 
pounds, and has become a lawyer’s charter to print money. It 
has destroyed meritocracy, spread division and led to 
exclusion for some in majority groups. Scrap all Diversity 
Equality and Inclusion roles that cost huge sums, create 
division, inequality and exclusion, and reduce productivity.

Propose a Comprehensive Free Speech Bill.
Legislate to stop left-wing bias and ‘woke’ ideology. No more 
de-banking, cancel culture, left wing hate mobs or political 
bias in public institutions. Stop Sharia Law being used in the 
UK. All public electoral activity including debates leaflets and 
other information must be in English.

Britain has some of the best and bravest Armed Forces 
in the world. Yet grandstanding politicians send our 
servicemen and women abroad with poor equipment. 
They have cut the Army to its smallest size in 300 
years. Military housing is substandard. Our wounded 
and veterans are often abandoned. Some still face 
unjust legal claims. We will reform our military covenant 
so those who put their lives on the line get the support 
they deserve both during and after service.

Critical reforms needed in the first 100 days:
Increase Defence Spending to 2.5% of National GDP 
by year 3, then 3% within 6 years. This will increase the 
size and capacity of our armed forces, ensuring our 
lead role in NATO. Will improve equipment and boost 
morale in military communities.

Introduce Urgent Pay Review. 
Increase basic pay across our armed forces to boost 
recruitment and retention. It is unacceptable that a 
private soldier is paid less than an Amazon worker.

Introduce new Armed Forces Justice Bill.
Protect our servicemen and women on active duty 
inside and outside the UK from civil law and human 
rights lawyers. The bill will also create an armed forces 
watchdog to fast-track complaints and appeals in 
housing and welfare.

New, Dedicated Ministerial Department for Veterans. 
A properly funded and resourced whole department is 
essential. The next page has more detail

Thereafter: Regenerate Britain’s Defence 
Manufacturing and Technology. Introduce incentives 
and tax breaks to boost the UK defence industry. 
Improve equipment self-sufficiency and manufacture 
world class products for export. Reform Defence 
Procurement. Launch a Joint Acquisition Corp to 
ensure world class procurement. The Ministry of 
Defence must listen to soldiers on the front line and 
ensure they get the equipment they need.

Cut foreign aid by 50%
Save £6 billion from the £12.8 billion budget. British taxpayers should not be 
funding countries like China or India who have their own space programs. 
We can do much more good by spending less with better targeting. A major 
review is needed into the effectiveness of overseas aid.

We all care about the environment. Our air has never been cleaner. We want 
to use technology to do our bit. But Net Zero is the wrong bit, at the wrong 
price, in the wrong timeframe. Westminster’s obsession with Net Zero is 
damaging our livelihoods and the economy. It has sent energy bills soaring. 
Made it harder for businesses to compete. It is costing tens of thousands of 
jobs and increasing inflation. Net zero means reducing man made CO2 
emissions to stop climate change. It can’t. Climate change has happened for 
millions of years, before man made CO2 emissions, and will always change. 
We are better to adapt to warming, rather than pretend we can stop it. Up to 
10 times more people die of cold than warmth. In Roman Britain some 2,000 
years ago, it was 2 degrees warmer than now. Grapes for wine were grown in 
Yorkshire. CO2 is essential for photosynthesis to enable plant growth. CO2 
only represents 0.04% of the atmosphere; the average garden greenhouse 
has 3 times more! The UK produces only 1% of global CO2 emissions, yet 
China produces 27%. China & India are building hundreds of coal fired power 
stations. Even the IPCC admits Net Zero would make no difference to sea 
level rise for 200-1,000 years; in other words they do not have a clue.

Instead, Net Zero sends our money abroad and damages critical industries 
like steel production. The government has turned Britain from being an 
exporter of oil and gas into a net importer. They have bet our future on 
unreliable wind and solar power and destroyed our energy security. It’s time 
for a common sense energy strategy.

Critical reforms needed in the first 100 days:
- Scrap Net Zero and Related Subsidies. The UK cost of Net Zero has 
been estimated by the National Grid and others at some £2 trillion or more. It 
is so big that no one really knows. The public sector is spending billions each 
year with no accountability or transparency. Ditching Net Zero would save the 
public sector some £20 billion per year for the next 25 years, possibly more.

- Scrap Annual £10 Billion of Renewable Energy Subsidies. Achieve this 
through equivalent taxes on them. Renewables are not cheaper. Our bills 
have increased dramatically in line with the huge increase in renewables 
capacity over the last 15 years.

Cheap, Secure Energy. We must use the energy treasure under our feet. 
Start fast-track licences of North Sea gas and oil. Grant shale gas licences on 
test sites for 2 years. Then enable major production when safety is proven, 
with local compensation schemes. The value of shale gas is potentially 
hundreds of billions over 30 years to the taxpayer. This could transform our 
nations fortunes and ensure prosperity for generations to come.

The UN and international cooperation Human rights Arms control and 
nuclear weapons 
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Workers Party AMITY NOT ENMITY WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD

The Workers Party of Britain will reverse British foreign policy 
which has been dynastic and then capitalist for centuries. This is 
not a matter of simplistic slogans about an ‘ethical’ foreign policy 
that invariably ends up with us either bombing or supporting the 
bombing of the innocent in defence of so-called liberal and 
democratic values. Most of this is just cover for the profits of 
bankers and arms dealers. Foreign policy should be about doing 
the right thing in the interests of ordinary British people and their 
counterparts across the world.

We are unashamedly anti-imperialist. We are a friend to all and 
an enemy to none who do not threaten us. We are not pacifist 
but we oppose all war that is not defensive in purpose. We 
deplore all forms of racist discourse but especially, at this 
moment in history, an ignorant Islamophobia as well as the 
whipping up of hysterical Sino- and Russophobia. While we 
deplore the global misbehaviour of American imperialism, we 
remain absolutely positive about the American people who are 
as trapped as we are by corrupt systems of party and corporate 
control.

We will undertake a thoroughgoing review of our defence and 
foreign policy and we will definitely re-orient Britain away from 
Washington especially where we are placed in constant 
confrontation with the enemies of US corporate interests. We are 
indomitable enemies of profit-seeking international military-
industrial interests with a stake in war. We will become 
independent trading partners developing friendly relations with 
the BRICS, the rising powers of the world who are building a 
new multipolar world. Only the Workers Party of Britain 
understand what it means to be Global Britain. We will also 
continue to support liberation movements.

We will maintain friendly relations with all peace-loving nations 
knowing that they must create their own path towards 
democratic socialism without foreign interference. We will seek 
radical reform of the United Nations to empower it as genuine 
representative of the global community and help it to resist the 
domination of Washington which only undermines its prestige 
and influence.

We uphold the right to peaceful protest, free speech and 
resistance to attempts by authority to ‘chill’ legitimate 
opposition through surveillance, fear and misuse of the law.

The Workers Party of Great 
Britain supports multilateral 
disarmament and will lead 
the world in the call for the 
eradication of nuclear 
weapons.

We will undertake a major diversion of resources from 
the military-industrial complex and from inappropriate 
investment in NATO towards domestic defence and 
security structures, national social infrastructure and 
targeted international development. Neither the free 
flow of capital out of Britain, nor the free flow if labour 
into Britain, are conducive to economic planning, we 
will tackle both.

We will divert a significant portion of the funds saved from the excessive scale of 
the military-industrial and oppressive security structures to development projects 
that target the most vulnerable populations in the rest of the world.

• we support the call for a Net Zero Referendum as soon as possible to 
create a national debate on who profits from these targets and on what 
terms. We will oppose ULEZ initiatives because of the costs they impose on 
working households and small businesses.

WHY PALESTINE IS IMPORTANT
The Workers Party of Britain is the only significant British 
political party to have pointed out the position of the 
Palestinians as victims of ethnic cleansing and brutal treatment 
from the very start of the recent conflict (and long before). It is a 
reflection of our humanity. Thousands of children have been 
killed and hundreds of thousands of civilians displaced.

There can be no justification for the indiscriminate slaughter of 
civilians in Gaza. The complicity and lack of moral compass of 
the Labour Party has shocked many naïve activists who have 
been in denial about what their Party has become. The pain will 
haunt human hearts for generations. Powerful forces, chiefly the 
US and Britain, have brought about, sustained and nourished 
the illegal occupation of Palestinian land and the denial of 
Palestinian statehood despite every international plan and UN 
resolution.

The United States is the chief beneficiary of the current chaos 
engulfing the Middle East, as it was also the chief beneficiary of 
the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. The Workers Party 
believes that the future is now One State: Israel – Palestine or 
Palestine-Israel or the Holy Land, the details cannot be worked 
out by us, but the picture is becoming clearer by the day. We 
also, in this context, support the right of return for all those 
Palestinians ethnically cleansed over many years and an 
immediate end to Israeli settlement on the West Bank.

However horrific this storm is, it will not last. It is a part of wider 
and longer struggle against imperialism and war. The old world 
is dying, but the new world is not yet ready to be born.

Palestine is a symbol for us of a much deeper problem. That a 
network of neo-conservatives and neo-liberals has seized 
control of Western states and, wholly unaccountable to their 
peoples because they have inherited dynastic modes of 
thinking, have adopted an aggressive militarism exemplified by 
NATO and maintained by a sinister arms industry.

Our criticisms in this case are not antisemitic nor supportive of 
terrorism. Our analysis can be said to be very courageous in the 
current climate. Our stand against Israel is a stand for the 
Jewish people. We welcome Jews into our Party and we will 
remain steadfast opponents of antisemitism. However, we also 
abhor the weaponisation of antisemitism for dubious political 
purposes in British politics and consider that the neglect of 
Islamophobia in society and its weaponisation by the populist 
Right receives inadequate attention. We are one nation and 
should think and behave with respect as one nation to every 
element within it.
...
• we make no apology for our support for Palestine and the 
people of Gaza during the current brutal onslaught which has 
been enabled by Labour and Tories alike. We call for a single 
state in which all those born in Palestine-Israel can live in peace 
with equal rights.
...
We make absolutely no apologies for our support for Palestine 
and the people of Gaza during the brutal onslaught carried out 
by Israel with full support from the US and Britain, politically 
backed by Labour and Tories alike. Our position on Ukraine 
centres on a condemnation of the expansionary provocation of 
NATO in alliance with another ethno- nationalist government 
that throws its own people into a perpetual meat grinder. We will 
withdraw all military support from war zones and work for a 
negotiated and peaceful settlement whenever and wherever war 
breaks out.

DEFENCE OF THE NATION
Achieving fair global exchange of goods and services and providing global security of energy 
and food supplies will remove some of the potential precursors for conflict and would prevent 
the unnecessary loss of life that hostilities bring.

The Workers Party of Britain will endeavour to have open diplomatic relations with all countries 
regardless of their traditions or values. Whilst we are not pacifists, we are peaceable. 
Diplomacy and negotiation will be the first resort on every occasion that the potential for 
conflict arises. We will avoid war but we will also ensure that we are prepared for it. Our armed 
forces will be highly trained and equipped with modern, reliable weaponry and equipment. Any 
threat to our country or our interests will be met with a highly effective military response.

It cannot be right that the Royal Navy has more Admirals, Vice Admirals and Rear Admirals 
than operational ships. The Workers Party of Great Britain will carry out a top-down review of 
the Royal Navy, Army, and Air Force to ensure that their structures are lean and efficient. 
Savings made from restructuring the leadership and administration of our armed forces will be 
spent on delivering weaponry and equipment for personnel on the front line.

At this point in time, we recognise NATO as an aggressive military alliance not a defensive 
one. We are calling for a referendum on membership with a view to a national debate on all 
our collective security arrangements. Our own position is clear – under current circumstances, 
we will continue to campaign for Britain to leave NATO as a clear and present danger to the 
security of the British population and seek new collective security arrangements centred on 
the protection of peoples and not of states or industries. We will consider future alliances with 
countries where we have social, political, and economic ties but only where they share 
common values and only in order to ensure mutual defence.

The Workers Party of Great Britain supports multilateral disarmament and will lead the world in 
the call for the eradication of nuclear weapons. We are suspicious of the State’s accumulation 
of powers under past war conditions which appear to be more about the preservation of the 
State than the protection of the people. We will undertake a careful review of all emergency 
powers and related legislation in order to establish whether they represent a threat to civil 
liberties and of the conditions under which they might be invoked.
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Cooperative Awaiting news on publication

About this initiative
UNA-UK is shining a spotlight on foreign affairs by extracting passages from parties' manifestos on the subject of United Nations and international cooperation, 
human rights, arms controls and nuclear weapons, defence spending, climate diplomacy, international development, conflict resolution, peace and security and (atrocity prevention and peacekeeping), .

Britain's future prosperity and security depend on factors we cannot control alone. As such, a considered look at political parties' 
foreign policy strategies should be part of the conversation on Britain's future role. This initiative is part of a set of General Election 
2024 resources intended to stimulate informed debate on international cooperation and the UN.
www.una.org.uk

Understanding the results
When reviewing this document, please bear in mind the following:
- Manifestos have been included for all parties with at least one MP at the time of dissolution of Parliament on 30 May 2024
- Manifestos are ordered by number of MPs at dissolution. Where numbers are tied, alphabetical order was used. 
- The Cooperative Party has been listed last given that its MPs are also jointly Labour MPs and as such there were no exclusively Cooperative Party MPs
- Reform UK called its policy document a "contract" rather than a manifesto and describe it as a "working draft"
- The text comprises verbatim extracts from political parties. Formatting has been preserved where possible. Elipseses (...) are used to show where the flow has been broken and a new excerpt begins.
-  While we followed the same methodology for each manifesto, categorisation into comparable themes will always require discretion and arguably relevant content may be missed
- Manifestos are not the only policy expression by political parties - the absence of infornation may not indicate the absence of a policy on a given issue
- Different parties approach manifestos differently; some will be more verbose and completest, others prefer to keep it simple
- Given that responsibility for British foreign policy lies with the Westminster government, some parties based in devolved nations may choose not to include commitments on foreign policy
- We are including the main manifestos of the 12 political parties that returned MPs to Westminster during the 2015-2017 parliament (at the time of writing, not all manifestos had been released)
- While we aim to be as thorough as possible, we may have missed something so please do not take this as a definitive round-up of policies
- For definitive information, please read the manifestos directly (see links below)
- UNA-UK is a UK registered charity and is not affiliated with any political party

Links to manifestos
Conservative Party Manifesto
Labour Party Manifesto
Scottish National Party Manifesto
Liberal Democrats Manifesto
Democratic Unionist Party Manifesto
Sinn Féin Manifesto
Plaid Cymru Manifesto
Alba Party Manifesto
Social Democratic and Labour Party (awaiting publication)
Alliance Party Manifesto
Green Party Manifesto
Reform Contract
Workers Party Manifesto
Co-operative Party manifesto (awaiting publication)

http://www.una.org.uk
https://manifesto.conservatives.com/clkn/https/public.conservatives.com/static/documents/GE2024/Conservative-Manifesto-GE2024.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Labour-Party-manifesto-2024.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/www.snp.org/uploads/2024/06/2024-06-20b-SNP-General-Election-Manifesto-2024_interactive.pdf
https://www.libdems.org.uk/fileadmin/groups/2_Federal_Party/Documents/PolicyPapers/Manifesto_2024/For_a_Fair_Deal_-_Liberal_Democrat_Manifesto_2024.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/my-dup/2024-Manifesto-Final.pdf
https://vote.sinnfein.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Sinn-Fein-Westminster-Election-Manifesto-2024.pdf
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/plaid2016/pages/10962/attachments/original/1718214059/Plaid_Cymru_Maniffesto_2024_ENGLISH.pdf?1718214059
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/albaparty/pages/4130/attachments/original/1719345505/ALBA_Party_Manifesto_-_Election_2024.pdf
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/allianceparty/pages/11234/attachments/original/1718832706/2024WestminsterManifesto.pdf?1718832706
https://greenparty.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/06/Green-Party-2024-General-Election-Manifesto-Long-version-with-cover.pdf
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/reformuk/pages/253/attachments/original/1718625371/Reform_UK_Our_Contract_with_You.pdf?1718625371
https://workerspartybritain.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/01_Manifesto_FINAL_mar.pdf

