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13 May 2021 

Nuclear Weapons and the Integrated Review 

Dear Prime Minister, 

We are writing to you as a wide coalition of civil society, health and humanitarian organisations in 

response to the announcement of a dramatic expansion in the UK's nuclear posture outlined in the UK's 

Integrated Review, published on 16 March 2021. 

This announcement is incompatible with the principles and commitments to non-proliferation, 

disarmament and transparency to which Britain has committed under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT).  We are concerned that the Review cites an "evolving security environment" as 

justification for changing nuclear policies without presenting any evidence-based analysis on how 

increasing reliance on nuclear weapons will affect British security.  We note that these concerns are 

shared by many defence experts, former senior military figures and politicians on all sides of the 

political spectrum. In Scotland, which carries the major burdens of UK nuclear deployments despite 

strong opposition to nuclear weapons, as underscored in the May 2021 election result, this decision is 

widely viewed as dangerous, disrespectful and inflammatory. 

Perceptions matter. According to the UN Secretary-General, the UK's plans are "contrary to its 

obligations under Article VI of the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty" and could have a "damaging 

impact on global stability and efforts to pursue a world free of nuclear weapons".  As we approach the 

NPT's 5 yearly Review Conference, the UK's nuclear expansion flies in the face of global efforts to secure 

consensus on a shared action plan for global nuclear proliferation and disarmament. The Integrated 

Review fails to take into account today's real security priorities and new multilateral opportunities to 

accelerate global progress on disarmament, such as the new UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (TPNW), which is supported by over 130 NPT states.  

At a time when Britain and nations across the world continue to tackle the global public health crisis 

and collapsing economic systems with long-term consequences, we urge you to rethink the 

government's security and budgetary priorities, uphold international law including the NPT, and reject 

pressures to increase the nuclear arsenal or widen nuclear use policies. 

We would appreciate the opportunity of meeting representatives from your Government to discuss this 

matter further. 

This letter has been coordinated by UK members of the 2017 Nobel Prize-winning International 

Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN): Ben Donaldson (United Nations Association - UK), Gari 

Donn (UN House Scotland), Janet Fenton (Scottish ICAN partners liaison) and Dr Rebecca Johnson 

(Acronym Institute for Disarmament Diplomacy), and is supported by the following additional 

signatories: 



Carol Acutt SGI-UK 

Olivia Agate CND, YCND, TP, MofHR 

Gilroy Anderson  

Philip Austin Coordinator, Northern Friends Peace Board 

Olga Bloemen Co-director & Trainer at Tripod: Training for Creative Social Action 

Andrew Bolton Member of Community of Christ International Peace and Justice Team 

Dorothy Bolton Community of Christ 

Dr Frank Boulton Medact (IPPNW UK) 

Sylvia Boyes  

Sue Claydon Chair, Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 

Emma Cockburn Scotland Coordinator - Campaign Against Arms Trade 

Roslyn Cook WILPF / CND National Council member 

Phillip Cooper Spokesperson, Kingston Peace Council/CND 

Tim Devereux Chair, Movement for the Abolition of War 

Richard Dixon Friends of the Earth Scotland 

Jenny Engledow Executive member of Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 

Charles Fairbank Member Colne Valley Peace Group 

Ann Farr Chair, Pax Christi, England and Wales 

Matt Fawcett Co-ordinator - Global Campaign on Military Spending UK 

Rosemary Field Member, Medact 

Barbara Forbes Church and Peace (Britain and Ireland) 

Andrew Fox President of Community of Christ (British Isles) 

David French Academic 

Pat Gaffney Vice-President, Pax Christi England & Wales 

Irene Gill Oxford CND 

Peter Gloyns Salisbury CND 

Robert Harrap General Director, Soka Gakkai International - United Kingdom 

Lorna Hicks  

Symon Hill Campaigns Manager, Peace Pledge Union 

Andrew Hinton North East Scotland CND 

David Hoadley David Hoadley 

Tess Humble Campaigner 

Gillian Hurle  

Andrew Jackson Director, CHIPS (Christian International Peace Service) 

Richard James Apostle, Community of Christ, United Kingdom and Europe 

Tony Jillings  

Brian Jones Vice Chair, C N D Cymru 

Gina Langton CEO 80,000 Voices 



Brian Larkin Coordinator, Peace & Justice (Scotland) 

Sarah Lasenby  

Gail Lythgoe  

Fiona MacGregor Hastings Against War 

Duncan MacIntyre Medact 

David Mackenzie Secure Scotland 

Malcolm Macqueen Organic Growers of Fairlie chair 

David Maxwell Co-Chair, Christian CND 

Dr Judith McDonald Medact Scotland 

Dr Lesley Morrison Coordinator, Medact Scotland 

Sophie Neuburg Executive Director, Medact 

Marian Pallister Chair, Pax Christi Scotland 

Pedro Antonio Perez Parada  

Kris Pears  

Linda Pearson Don't Bank on the Bomb Scotland 

Waltraud Pospischil Trustee, Arkbound Foundation 

Sally Reynolds Secretary, Abingdon Peace Group 

Ailie Rutherford Artistic Director Feminist Exchange Network 

Paula Shaw Secretary WILPF UK 

Jane Tallents Trident Ploughshares 

Sheila Triggs WILPF Executive Committee 

Gwen Vardigans Retired Nurse now in York Unite Community Branch 

Elizabeth Waterston retired GP 

David Watson Pembrokeshire Peace Group 

David Webb Chair, Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament - UK 

Dr Philip Webber Chair, Scientists for Global Responsibility, SGR 

Taniel Yusef International Representative, WILPF UK 

Yorkshire Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 

 


